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Editorial
Dear Praying Friends,
Every Global Prayer Digest (GPD) issue ends up
differently than I expect. But this one is very
different. You will notice that there are a lot more
topics than people groups this month. You will
be praying for women, children, gangs, and other
things that affect the lives of the African diaspora
in Europe. Though these topics will be seen
through the eyes of a worker among the Comorians
in France, they can usually be applied to African
migrants anywhere in Europe.
You may remember that in our January issue,
many of our prayer entries were about Muslim
Comorians who live in the Comoro Islands off the
coast of Africa. Some Comorians have migrated
to Europe, and we will be praying for them in that
environment. Could it be that in God’s timing this
is a special time to pray for Comorians?
I want to give special thanks to the Africa Inland
Mission (AIM) International workers who made
this prayer guide possible by writing not only the
background piece, but also 18 of the daily prayer
entries. I am very grateful to the field workers
who share their expertise with us so we can pray
intelligently for the unreached peoples around the
world.

In Christ,
Keith Carey, editor-in-chief, GPD
keith.carey@frontierventures.org
globalprayerdigest.org
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Feature of the Month

PRAY FOR

Every African People Group in Europe
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“Global missions has allowed us to open new
doors for reconciliation between African-American
Christians and white American Christians
by developing strategic partnerships.”
—Allen R. McFarland
senior pastor, Calvary Evangelical Baptist Church

PROFILES OF AFRICANAMERICAN MISSIONARIES
Robert J. Stevens, Brian Johnson, editors

Proﬁles of African-American Missionaries features the
lives and ministries of the great African-Americans who
have gone to the world with the message of Christ. It is
a collection of stories sharing the ministries of several
African-American missionary pioneers from the 1700s to
the present, dealing with all the social and ministry issues
that they had to face here and abroad.
Readers will be inspired by the dedication and
commitment of these great African-Americans, as they
lived out God’s great commission to go into all the world
and make disciples of all people. It will inspire and
challenge all readers to greater personal involvement in
God’s worldwide mission.
ISBN: 978-0-87808-008-3
WCL | Pages 336
Paperback 2012

List Price: $19.99
Our Price: $15.99

Go to missionbooks.org for 20% off.
Call 1-866-730-5068 for bulk discounts.
William Carey Library is a ministry of Frontier Ventures

Prayer Resources for 2018!
Ethne to Ethne
A regionally based prayer movement
for UPGs working closely with GPD.
www.prayerstrategists.net
Global Prayer Resource
Grand central station for prayer
materials.
https://prayerstrategists.net/about/
prayer-guides/

PRAYER GUIDES
Global Prayer Digest
Daily prayer guide for UPGs. Get it
free digitally!
globalprayerdigest.org
Joshua Project
Research and daily prayer materials
for UPGs.
http://joshuaproject.net/
Light the Window
Prayer for 365 UPGs once a year
through 2020.
https://www.ltw2020.org/

10-40 Window Reporter
Prayer for nations of the 10-40 Window.
http://www.1040windowreporter.com/
Prayerguard
Online general prayer for UPGs.
http://prayerguard.net/?page_id=209

Devotional Ideas

How can you make the most of this
prayer digest:
• Some people use it as a
supplement to their regular
devotional time.
• Others enjoy reading and
praying around the dinner table
with the entire family.
• We encourage you to gather
monthly with other Christian
friends who are involved in
this movement.
Every day at the top of the page
you’ll find the name of an unreached
people group for which to pray. The
small maps will help you locate the
day’s feature.
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To Help You Pray Better

iStockPhotos

By Land and Sea – The Growing Trend of
African Immigration into Europe

—By John
Becker, AIM
International

Rahmudi couldn’t figure
out why all the Muslims
kept shooting up his
people in his homeland
in Africa. But he knew
he had to get out of
his country. He had
heard there were jobs in
Libya. But by the time
he got to Libya, that country had become lawless. One night
some local men offered a boat ride to Sicily from Libya. Over
150 people crowded onto a boat made for 30 people. Only
50 people made it alive to Italy when the Italian coast guard
picked up Rahmudi about 40 miles off the coast of Libya. They
took him to a refugee center near downtown Catania, where
he was given warm clothing, food, and a roof over his head. A
few weeks later, he was invited to a discovery Bible study. Now
every week he studies a different passage of scripture. He never
realized Christians could be so warm and hospitable.
Fatima arrived in Agadez, Niger with big dreams. "I thought
I could be a cleaner or hold some other simple job. I had no
idea what would become of me.” Fatima says. "Then I met
these Nigerian friends, and they told me that prostitution was
how they coped. So, I started to work for men. It's the only
way I could survive." What drew Fatima and many like her to
prostitution was a dream of a better life.
Rahmudi and Fatima’s stories are real. They are two
illustrations that show why millions of Africans are risking
everything hoping to find a new life in Europe. Today there are
over six million Africans living in Europe, and they are among
the fastest-growing groups of migrants. They have increased
in numbers by 100 percent since the beginning of the 21st
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By Land and Sea
AIM Intl.

Century. The majority of
them come from nonChristian backgrounds.
Understanding their
motivation is often complex.
However, we understand that
most of the people arriving in
Europe are refugees fleeing
war, persecution, indefinite
military occupation, and
forced labor. Economic
Africans arriving in Spain
migrants flee poverty and
the lack of jobs, many of them
hoping for a better lifestyle and job offers, without valid claims to refugee
status. Many simply feel discriminated against in their countries of origin.
These immigrants are coming from many people groups and nations such as
Nigeria, Senegal, Mali, Somalia, Eritrea, Morocco, and Libya.
Surveys of migrants arriving in Europe provide further evidence that the
migration crisis is being used by human trafficking networks to target and
exploit the most vulnerable. Many people reported being held in a location
against their will, often for ransom, without pay, with forced labor being
the only way of being freed from captivity or securing a place on a boat to
Europe. The surveys also show that the longer someone is in transit, the more
vulnerable they are to being exploited or trafficked.
The Role of AIM
Whether they are economic migrants, international students, undocumented
immigrants, refugees or asylum seekers, one fact remains the same – They are
the new neighbors our churches are called to love.
Though AIM has had a long history of ministry to diaspora Africans, these
growing trends and a new perspective on missions is causing us to increase
our efforts. First and foremost is our desire to come alongside the church in
North America and Europe to equip them for effective outreach. Currently
AIM has workers who have “moved in” to African immigrant neighborhoods
in several cities in Canada, Europe, and the USA. All of these workers partner
with local churches to extend the gospel by reaching out to these communities
continued on next page
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By Land and Sea
in practical ways that demonstrate Christ’s love. Whether it’s at home, work,
clubs, moms and toddler groups, ESL classes, or at-risk youth mentoring, these
workers want their African friends to know and experience life with Jesus.
Being able to speak their language and having lived in their countries of birth,
many of these AIM workers are a crucial bridge between the local church and
these new neighbors – a much needed bridge because the gap is wide!
The stakes are high for the thousands of Africans making the journey to
Europe each year, especially those who are undocumented—risking falling
into the hands of people smugglers, deserts, sea crossings, and the possibility of
being sent home, all for the dream of a better life. Many lose their lives in the
process, all too poignant as we read the local headlines where hundreds of these
desperate people are being rescued or drowned in the Mediterranean Sea.
Having migrated, many continue to make sacrifices by sending much of their
income home to family they have left behind. Billions of dollars each year are
sent back to Africa, and in some cases, this makes up a sizeable chunk of the
home country's GDP.
AIM’s mandate is to see Christ-centered churches among all African peoples
including African immigrants in Europe. We especially desire to see the
unreached people groups embrace the good news of Jesus and to form new
communities of faith in their heart language and culture. Those coming from
these groups need a safe community. They need the gospel to be translated in
living color as grace is being extended.
The best way AIM is going to see this realized is by coming alongside the local
church in the neighborhoods and cities where African immigrants are finding
their new life. We want to train and mobilize everyday believers to “move in”
and live as missionaries embracing and understanding their new neighbor’s
culture. Going to the unreached, and being as Jesus on the diaspora road.
In July 2017, we partnered with the Vision 5:9 network in sending four shortterm teams to network ministries in the European port cities of Barcelona,
Ceuta, Jerez, and Valletta. What an incredible time it was to partner with local
ministries in reaching many Africans with the love of Christ!
A wonderful example of this is the ministries of Tharsis Bethel in Jerez, Spain,
led by Pastor Pedro Espada. Pedro and his team are eagerly engaging their
refugee and migrant neighbors in very practical ways.
8

By Land and Sea
Join us in Praying for the Following:
• Pray that each immigrant would have an opportunity to discover Jesus.
• Pray for more workers to befriend and serve these African immigrants.
• Pray for awareness training and vision for local churches to extend the love
of Christ to their new neighbors.
• Pray for protection from the cruelty and exploitation of human traffickers.
• Pray for the EU to find solutions to the growing crisis in the port cities
receiving the greatest number of immigrants (e.g. Catania, Lampedusa,
Valletta, etc.).
• Many of the African migrants are vibrant Christians and have established
some of the largest churches in cities across the world. Pray that AIM
can partner with these African believers and churches in reaching
unreached Africans.
If you would like to know more about extending the love of Christ to the
African immigrants in your city, please contact AIM. We would love to come
alongside you, equip you, and explore the possibilities for a partnership with
you. Write to ministrydirector.io@aimint.org
Definitions:
Diaspora: People groups who are displaced and scattered away from their
original ethnic homelands.
Refugee: Individuals granted complimentary forms of protection; or, those
enjoying “temporary protection”. The refugee population includes people in a
refugee-like situation.
Protracted Refugees: When 25,000 or more refugees of the same nationality
have been in exile for five years or more in a given asylum country.
Asylum Seekers: Individuals who have sought international protection and
whose claims for refugee status have not yet been determined.
Economic Migrants: someone who has emigrated from one region to another
for the purposes of seeking employment and/or improved financial position.
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DAY

01

Jn 2:18-19, NRSV
The Jews then said to him,
“What sign can you show
us for doing this?” Jesus
answered them, “Destroy
this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.”
On this Easter Sunday,
remember that the
resurrection demonstrates
Jesus’ authority. Pray that
John Godson will live by the
authority of the risen Christ
as he attempts to bring light
to a dark world.

MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY,
JOHN GODSON

J

ohn Godson does not fit
into any neat categories.
He was born in Nigeria,
but he moved to Poland.
He comes from a country
where political leaders are
noted for using their power
to help themselves, but
John Godson
Godson uses his influence to help others. How does he do it? The only
explanation is the work of the Holy Spirit.
1993 was a time when Poland was shaking off its
communist past and people were looking for new
ideas to replace the ones that had failed them for
40 years. This was the year John Godson moved
from Nigeria to Poland to disciple students through
IFES (International Fellowship of Evangelical
Students). Many Poles put their hope in Christ.
His work also involved setting up Pilgrim
Mission, a network for people to pray for Poland
and beyond. They published books in the Polish
language on how to pray. This ministry lasted for
10 years. At that point Godson entered politics to
have a platform to be a public witness for Christ.
In addition to his work in Poland’s parliament,
Godson helped start the “Christian Social
Movement” in 2013 to help train and encourage
believers to be a good witness in the work place.
This is a clear example of how God can use the
African diaspora to bless post-Christian Europe.
Pray for many other African believers to be used by the
Holy Spirit to take Christ to the Europeans.—KC
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DAY

WORKERS AMONG COMORIANS
(This prayer entry is about
Comoro Islanders in France,
but it can apply to most
African people groups.)

02

Ps 24:1-2, NLT
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rench believers share
their experiences as
volunteers reaching out
to Africans at homework
TANZANIA
ZAMBIA
COMORO IS.
clubs, tutoring, or secondE
hand clothing places where
BIQU
ZAM
MO
some African Comorians
come. Our hearts are
thankful for their vision to
reach out to our islander
neighbors. There are around 80,000 Comorians
in Marseille; this is more than in the capital city
of the islands. Freedom of expression in France
makes it possible for many of them to at least
hear of the Savior.

The earth is the Lord’s,
and everything in it. The
world and all its people
belong to Him. For He laid
the earth’s foundation on
the seas and built it on the
ocean depths.
Thank the Lord that all
people and people groups
belong to the Lord. Yet few
find their purpose in Him.
Pray that those who share
Jesus with the Africans in
Europe will clearly offer
them the purpose Jesus has
for them.

One worker comments. “It’s Friday afternoon.
I look back on my week and try to remember
what I did. It seems to be a series of no showups at appointments individuals from the
people group we are trying to reach, and I feel
discouraged by the slowness of the work. I want
to see some action, but it seems to be perpetual
waiting. They are busy with their lives here
in the city, and the way I wish to point them
to is not a priority for them. We like agendas,
numbers, meetings, anything to show that
something is happening.”

Pray for patience and endurance for French workers.
Pray for the joy of bringing the light into the daily
activities and the brief interactions with the Africans.
Pray that French believers will have boldness and
love for the Africans in their midst.—AIM Int' l.
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03

Gen 2:15, NRSV

The Lord God took the man
and put him in the garden
of Eden to till it and keep it.
The Lord gave meaningful
work and duties to mankind
from the beginning.
Somehow people have
become too busy with other
matters to pay attention to
the One who gave them life
and purpose.
Pray that the Africans in
Europe will find meaningful
work, and make Jesus Christ
their purpose and their
reason for living.

BUSYNESS AMONG AFRICANS
IN FRANCE
iStockPhotos

DAY

(This prayer entry is
about Comoro Islanders
in France, but it can apply
to other unreached African
people groups.)

C

ity life adds another
dimension to the
slower paced routine most
Comoro islanders are familiar with in their home
country. The women have to walk their younger
children to and from school, unlike sending them
with siblings when they lived in the Comoros. At
times, they spend hours in-between delivering and
picking up their children. They stand in lines for
several hours at government offices to renew their
papers or claim financial aid. Grocery shopping
often entails travelling on public transportation to
less expensive and halal (Muslim version of kosher)
stores or markets.
Those women with jobs (mostly housekeeping)
often leave their apartment in the early morning
to work for one to four hours, and sometimes go
to another job in the afternoon. If they have small
children, they take them to a neighbor or friend’s
home to be taken to school or watched. All of
these activities are added to their regular daily
routine of five prayers, preparing meals, and being
involved in other island community events.
Pray that in the middle of their busy lives, the Holy
Spirit will speak to them in ways they will see His love
and provision. Pray that the Africans in France will
understand how crucial it is to make time for Jesus
Christ, the Savior of all mankind.—AIM Int' l.
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DAY

K

Is 50:7, NIV

eeping up
appearances is
very strong among the
Comorians living in
urban France. They
are very selective
about who they allow
to enter into their homes, mostly family members,
as the evaluation mode starts the second someone
steps in the door. People will say or think, “That is
a very shabby couch” or “you must have spent a lot
of money on that mirror” or “you have a small TV”
(most are very large). They are very sensitive about
what others think.

iStockPhotos

SHAME AND HONOR AMONG
COMORIANS IN FRANCE

04

Because the sovereign
Lord helps me, I will not
be disgraced. Therefore
have I set my face like flint,
and I know I will not be put
to shame.
Pray that Africans in Europe
will embrace this verse and
understand that those who
follow the Lord will never be
put to shame, because He is
theor source of honor.

When they go out in public, Comorians think
it’s important to dress in such a way that others
perceive them as having lots of money. Unlike in
the islands, Comorian women in France carry their
gold jewelry in their purses because of the possibility of theft. With any community event, the women
are expected to have a different dress and obligated
to pay for a matching dress and shawl that all the
other ladies will wear from the family or specific
women’s group. If one does not have the money to
participate in purchasing the food and renting the
hall, they will either go into debt or not attend,
which causes shame to that person.
Praise God that in Christ there is no shame. Pray that
these women will find their true identity and value
in Jesus. Pray that they will understand that they are
treasured by the creator.—AIM Int' l.
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DAY

05

“Watch now, for the
Lord has laid His hand of
punishment upon you, and
you will be struck blind. You
will not see the sunlight for
some time.” Instantly mist
and darkness came over the
man’s eyes, and he began
groping around begging for
someone to take his hand
and lead him.
Pray that the Africans in
Europe who dabble in the
occult will soon have a
healthy fear of the Lord,
who can heal them of their
spiritual blindness.

iStockPhotos

acts 13:11, NET

DEMONIC FORCES
(This segment can be
applied to the entire
African diaspora
in Europe.)

D

emonic forces
and evil spirits
are often an integrated part of African culture
and religion. Africans sometimes practice “Folk
Islam” which are their ethnic customs under
the umbrella of a religion, but outside of official
doctrine and practices.
Many Comorian women deal with evil spirits that
have been passed on to them from their mothers.
A mother with a spirit will call the witch doctor
to come and remove it so she can give it to her
daughter, like her mother did for her. They invite
the spirit into their hearts thinking that it will
protect them from other people’s spirits. Some they
believe are good, while others cause people to act
out in negative ways. They go to the witch doctor
for help when they need lasting relief or protection
from these dark forces. The person going for help
ends up paying a lot of money for “treatments” that
don’t do anything permanently. Many treatments
involve returning to the islands for certain leaves
and berries, making the solution of their problems
to be financially impossible.
Pray that the light of Christ will shine brightly into
this dark situation. Pray that they will have a desire
to be completely rid of these dark forces. Pray that they
will turn to Jesus for victory. Pray that the power and
authority of Jesus’ name will permeate their hearts,
turning them to Him.—AIM Int' l., UK
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DAY

M

ost
Comorians
in European cities
own TVs and
pay extra to get
specific channels
from the islands.
In this way they
can easily listen to African youth in France
sermons from the mosques on the islands in their
own language. They are taught not to ask questions about religion because it is a sin, and they
are not to accept anything different from what
they are told. Most of the women cannot read
and understand Arabic and have to rely on the
religious leaders to interpret and tell them what
they are supposed to do. They have been told that
they must “repay” the days or weeks of Ramadan
when they were unable to fast because they were
pregnant or nursing a baby. This only adds to their
heavy burdens.

AIM Intl.

EMBRACING TRUTH AMONG
COMORIANS

06

jn 18:37b, NLT

Jesus responded, “You say
I am a king. Actually, I was
born and came into the
world to testify to the truth.
All who love the truth
recognize that what I say
is true.”
Pray for a hunger for truth
among Africans in Europe
that will lead them to Jesus,
the one who is the truth.

Some are very adamantly opposed to any ideas
that challenge what they’ve heard. Others will
listen politely for a time, then plunge into their
version of the religious truth presented. They are
faithful to do their daily prayers and give to the
poor, attempting to follow Mohammed’s teachings
as much as possible.

Pray that the enemy’s lies will be exposed for what they
are in light of the truth of the gospel. Pray that the Holy
Spirit will stir their hearts to yearn to know the true
God and His son who has given everything so that they
could have life and spiritual freedom.—AIM Int' l.
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DAY

07

When I saw him, I fell at
His feet as if I were dead.
But he laid His right hand
on me and said, “Don’t be
afraid! I am the First and
the Last. I am the living
one. I died, but look—I am
alive forever and ever! And
I hold the keys of death and
the grave.
Pray that the Africans in
Europe will chose the one
who holds the keys of death
and the grave.

iStockPhotos

Rev 1:17-18, NLT

DREAMS AND VISIONS AMONG
AFRICANS IN EUROPE

D

o you take your
dreams seriously? Some believers
don’t, while others
believe that God often
speaks to them like
he did with Joseph
and Daniel.

Most African Muslims believe that Allah directs
them through dreams and visions. They believe
that dreams and visions tell them what they should
do, such as what they should say in a conversation
or what they need to do in a future event to stay on
the “right path.” They tend to keep their dreams
and visions to themselves.
Through dreams and visions some have seen a man
in white, which they might understand as Jesus
the savior. When this happens, some spend extra
time in prayer asking for revelation and direction.
All hold in highest reverence the visions that their
prophet Mohammed had, and they try to follow
his teachings correctly. What will they do when
and if Jesus reveals Himself to them as the only
one worthy of their devotion?

Pray for workers to show African Muslims that Jesus
is the real Savior, who is the only one who can take
away their sin. Pray that God will powerfully reveal
Himself to African Muslims in Europe through dreams
and visions. Pray that they will be drawn to Jesus, who
is the victorious King, and who has the victory over the
shame and slavery of sin.—AIM Int' l.
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DAY

08

T

he ties remain
very strong
between the home
country of the
Comoros Islands
and the islanders
living in the cities
of Europe. The
islanders form village organizations, and they meet
regularly to discuss plans to host fundraising events to
send money back to their specific town. Normally, this
involves food preparation, renting a hall, new dresses,
and a host of other details. These events are very village
specific, so only those from that particular town would
attend. Even well-known singers from the islands who
do a concert will only have people from his or her town
participating in the event.
In fact, even though the Comorian community
is closely tied together as a whole in the city, the
village loyalties and conflicts remain. Whereas
some friendships can be formed with others from
different villages in an apartment complex or work
situation, attending each other’s events does not
happen. These attitudes extend to the different
islands as well. For example, people will not help
those from another island.

iStockPhotos

WALLS OF CONFLICT

rom 8:20-21, NLT
Against its will, all creation
was subjected to God’s
curse. But with eager hope,
the creation looks forward
to the day when it will join
God’s children in glorious
freedom from death
and decay.
Pray that the Africans in
Europe will soon learn that
division and conflicts are
part of the curse of sin.
Pray that they will yearn
for the day when they can
become part of God’s family,
and have victory over sin,
division, and death.

Pray for the Holy Spirit to break down the walls of conflicts
and loyalties that prevent an opening to His work in
Europe. Pray for the light of the gospel to shine in their
hearts so that they will be convicted of sin and righteousness.—AIM Int' l.
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DAY

09

For husbands, this means
love your wives, just as
Christ loved the church. He
gave up His life for her to
make her holy and clean,
washed by the cleansing of
God’s word. He did this to
present her to Himself as a
glorious church without a
spot or wrinkle or any other
blemish. Instead, she will
be holy and without fault.
Pray for African men to
truly love their wives and
lay down their lives to help
them to flourish. Pray that
African husbands will obey
Christ rather than other
people’s rules.

iStockPhotos

eph 5:26-27, NLT

MOTHERS AND UNCLES

W

hen Comorians are
asked who their mothers
are, the answer can include
three different women who
helped raise them, and thus are
counted as a mother. The true
answer is found when asking
the question, “Who gave birth
to you?”

Along the same line, a very strong and complex
relationship lies in the oldest brother of the mother
who gave birth to the child, the uncle. He acts as
the male figure in that child’s (or children’s) life.
Local society places a great importance on his role
because fathers come and go to marry other wives
and have other children. His role is that of being
“the uncle” for life. He makes life decisions for the
child, helps with finances, chooses the fiancée for
his niece, and plays a large role in the wedding.
He is the head of the household, and no big decisions get done without his approval. Even if he
is living in the islands and his nieces or nephews
are in a European city, he still has the responsibility and role of making the major decisions that
involve them.
Pray that these men will make wise decisions for their
nieces and nephews. Ask that they will learn that Christ
is the head of all, the one true King. Pray that they will
give their hearts to Him and lead their families in His
ways.—AIM Int' l.
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DAY

10

W

hen a Comorian
woman in Europe
has a child, she is no longer
called by her first name.
But instead, she takes the
name of her first child. For
example, if her firstborn is
“Salim”, she will be called
“Mama Salim.” This role of
mother gives her respect in the community. If she
doesn’t marry, it is unusual, strange, and shameful.
Even if she does marry and cannot have children,
it is crushing to her and just as shameful.
To be barren is not to fulfill the duty of the wife for
her husband. As a result, barren ladies are divorced
by their husbands or the husband takes on other
wives. It is a lonely life for a woman who cannot
have children. Often such a woman will take on the
name of one of her sibling’s children (her nieces or
nephews) and will raise one as her own.
Being in the city, fertility treatments are available
and sometimes attempted with many discouraging
results. Often, the men do not seek fertility testing
because everyone assumes fertility issues originate
with the woman.

iStockPhotos

WOMEN AND INFERTILITY

1 sam 1:25-28, NLT
After sacrificing the bull,
they brought the boy to
Eli. “Sir, do you remember
me?” Hannah asked. “I am
the very woman who stood
here several years ago
praying to the Lord. I asked
the Lord to give me this
boy, and He has granted
my request. Now I am
giving him to the Lord, and
he will belong to the Lord
his whole life.” And they
worshiped the Lord there.
Pray that many African
women who struggle with
infertility will be given
hope and confidence as
they read the story of
Hannah, the mother of the
prophet Samuel.

Pray that barren African women will see beyond the
shame of not being identified with their firstborn. Pray
that they will identify with the one who loves them and
cares for them deeply. May they see visions and dreams
of the Savior in times of sorrow and experience His
great comfort.—AIM Int' l.

19

DAY

eph 6:4, NIV

Fathers, do not exasperate
your children; instead,
bring them up in the
training and instruction of
the Lord.
Pray that African fathers
will heed this advice from
the one who created us for
His purposes.

PARENTS AND CHILDREN
iStockPhotos
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A

nother family
issue involves
the conflict
between the
parents’ wishes and
the needs of their
children. Many
homes have single
moms who have been married and divorced
several times. These women have been totally
disillusioned and betrayed. Some have left their
children in the islands with family members to
go to a European city. They hope to find a more
prosperous life where the children can later
join them and get a better education. Others
have divorced their husbands, and married
different men who live with them and other
spouse’s children.
There tends to be a distant relationship between
the fathers and their children as they grow
older, which doesn’t allow for mentoring or
involvement in their lives. At times the children
are caught in between the mother and her
husband, especially if the mother returns to the
islands for a period of time, leaving the husband
with children who don’t belong to him. The
phone calls can be strained when the financial
expectations of the husband aren’t met.
Pray that parents will have a heart for the wellbeing of their children and make sacrifices for them,
leaving their own interests aside. Pray that the Holy
Spirit will work in their hearts to seek after Christ
and obey His teachings regarding family matters.—
AIM Int' l., UK

20

M

gen 1:29-30, NLT

any Africans
in urban
Europe live in
government housing
which is often in big
crowded apartment
complexes with
many different
immigrant communities living alongside each other.
Many of these complexes have drug trafficking sites
and gangs. Anyone coming into these complexes
are closely watched by appointed “guards,” at times
preventing those who live in the apartments from
using their own elevators, etc. Shootings happen
regularly as a form of revenge.
Sadly, young men who have finished school without
going on to university or finding a job end up
getting pulled into these gangs. They have nothing
to do, so the possibility of having money draws
them into dangerous circles. Children of families
who live in these complexes are constantly exposed
to an evil and dangerous lifestyle. In many places,
once one area of drug trafficking is removed by the
police, another site is established, making the situation very difficult to monitor, let alone eradicate.
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DRUGS AND GANGS AMONG
AFRICANS IN EUROPE

DAY

12

Then God said, “Look! I
have given you every seedbearing plant throughout
the earth and all the fruit
trees for your food. And
I have given every green
plant as food for all the
wild animals, the birds
in the sky, and the small
animals that scurry along
the ground—everything
that has life.” And that is
what happened.
Pray for the Africans in
Europe to seek God’s perfect
sin-free innocence. Pray that
many who are in bondage
to drugs and gangs will be
shown the way to spiritual
freedom in Christ.

Pray for the Lord to intervene. Pray that the forces of
evil will be destroyed in the lives of these people and
replaced with victory in Jesus. Pray for the protection
of families and a desire to find resourceful avenues to
further themselves in productive ways. Pray that young
Africans in Europe will seek after God, and embrace
His ways.—AIM Int' l., UK

21

DAY

Ps 98:7, NLT

Let the sea and everything
in it shout His praise! Let
the earth and all living
things join in.
May the next generation of
African Muslims in Europe
shout His praise no matter
how much community
pressure there is to be silent.

iStockPhotos

13

CHALLENGES FOR THE NEXT
GENERATION

A

frican children
living in European
cities face the challenges
of materialism, strong
social pressure in
school, and few outlets
for their energy.
Unlike the islands where children run freely and
safely in their villages, they are confined to their
apartments after school to watch TV programs
that the mother has chosen. Fathers are often not
present in the home until the evening after the
last prayers. Therefore, homework is done without
encouragement from either parent. This is difficult
for those who need extra help. Children are
seldom given positive verbal affirmation, and they
can easily lose their motivation. Added to their
school schedule, many children go to Qur’anic
school in the afternoons and on weekends.
Religious instruction is as important to them as it
is in Africa.
As they get older, girls are expected to do more of
the housework and meal preparation which takes
away time from study. Many mothers have not
finished school and do not place a high priority
on helping their children do well academically.
Without improving their educational standards,
the next generation of Africans in Europe can
easily be stuck in poverty.
Pray for parents to realize the importance of education
and seek to help their children to thrive in their studies.
Pray for hearts that desire to learn, to understand the
truths of God’s word, and a willingness to obey the
Lord.—AIM Int' l.

22

DAY

14

MOORS IN FRANCE AND SPAIN

Rev 19:7, NET
EUROPE

Let us rejoice and exult and
give him glory, because
the wedding celebration
of the lamb has come,
and His bride has made
herself ready.

North
Sea
France

Atlantic
Ocean

POR
TUG
AL

I

magine a family in France or
Spain where parents arrange
marriages for their offspring,
and the bride’s family must pay
a dowry to the groom’s family.
This is the situation for the
Moors in Spain and France
today. They probably seem
backward to the Europeans, but
their proud history has given
them a sense of superiority.

Paris

FRANCE
MoPuyren Marseilles
ntainees
s

SPAIN

Barcelona

The Moors have a long
an Sea
Mediterrane
history in Spain and France.
Black Africans identified as Moors were recruited
as soldiers by the Roman Empire. Hundreds of
years later after Rome fell and the Islamic empire
expanded, Moorish Muslims were instrumental
in taking over what is now Spain and Portugal.
They contributed to European civilizations with
their advances in mathematics, astronomy, art, and
agriculture at a time when even most European
royalty could not read. Some historians credit Moors
with helping to propel Europe out of the Dark Ages
and into the Renaissance.

Pray for the Moors in Europe
to make themselves ready
for their groom, the savior,
Jesus Christ.

Today Moorish people do not know how to answer
the most important question of their lives. There are
no known Moorish believers in either country. There
is no Bible translation in their Hassaniya dialects;
however the JESUS Film, and other audio/visual
resources are available.
Pray for audio and visual resources to become easily available for the Moors. Pray that God will grant Moorish
people eyes to see their spiritual need. Ask the Lord to raise
up strong local churches among the Moors in France and
Spain so that they can reach their own people.—KH
23

DAY

Rom 8:37, NET

No, in all these things we
have complete victory
through Him who loved us!
Pray that the Saharawis
will look to the Lord for
victory. Pray that they will
understand that what
matters most is being on the
Lord’s side.

SAHARAWIS IN FRANCE
AIM Intl.
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T

he crowd of
Saharawis
stood and
cheered loudly
as Ali struggled
for breath. He
gave a mighty
kick and scored
Saharawis in France
the winning goal
in the championship soccer match. This victory would
speak loudly for his Saharawi refugee countrymen in
Western Sahara section of northwestern Africa.
France's Saharawi population lives mostly in Paris
and Marseilles. Saharawis are trying to convince the
French to be sympathetic to the situation their people
face in the Western Sahara where they are in a state of
low-level war with the Moroccans.
They consider themselves to be pure Muslims, but preIslamic beliefs are strong among the Saharawis. The
Saharawis need to be transformed by a relationship
with Jesus Christ who loves them and died for their
sins. This is extremely difficult in northwest Africa,
but they can hear of Jesus in France where there is
relative freedom of religion. A worker in Europe tells
us that there is a ministry that addresses refugee needs
while sharing good news.
Pray for workers in France as they prepare to receive 300
North African refugees. They need English teachers, cooks,
and lawyers. Ask the Holy Spirit to soften hearts and
supernaturally reveal Jesus to the Saharawis as the way to
true spiritual peace. Pray that God will save key leaders
among the Saharawis who will boldly declare Jesus among
their people in Europe and in Africa. Ask God to raise up
intercessors, strong local churches, and disciples.—KH

24

DAY

BAMBARA PEOPLE IN FRANCE
(This story illustrates some
truths about Bambara
people in France.)

16

acts 4:12, NIV
EUROPE
North
Sea

“

Pray that the Bambara
people in France will
embrace this verse, and put
their faith in the only savior,
Jesus Christ.

POR
TUG
AL

This pottery is stunFrance
ning. Who made this?”
Monique, the owner of
a pottery shop in Paris,
responded to her client.
“This unique design is the
work of Madou Sissoko.
Atlantic
Paris
Ocean
He is a Bambara refugee
FRANCE
from Mali who has been
MoPuyren Marseilles
ntaiees
ns
here in Paris for over four
Barcelona
SPAIN
years. In Mali, he made
his living as a potter
n Sea
Mediterranea
producing beautiful pieces
like these. When he first
came here the only job he could get was doing
janitorial work. He felt lost and depressed. Then
he heard about a group who tries to help refugees
in France find jobs related to the work they did in
their country. Now many people here in France will
be able to benefit from his outstanding talent.”

And there is salvation in
no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven
given among people by
which we must be saved.

Bambaras are considered to be a powerful and
significant people group who primarily live in Mali,
West Africa. They blend their traditional ancestor
worship into their Muslim faith. There are an
estimated 3,000 Bambaras living in Paris. Almost
none have put their faith in Jesus Christ. Many are
undocumented refugees. Most of them are working
in low paying jobs and have chosen a secular life.
Pray that God will prepare more believers to reach out
to the Bambaras in France.—PD

25

DAY

17

By faith Abraham obeyed
when he was called to
go out to a place that
he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went
out, not knowing where he
was going.
Pray that the Tamacheq
people living in France would
find spiritual rest in Jesus
from their wanderings.

iStockPhotos

heb 11:8, ESV

TAMACHEQ PEOPLE IN FRANCE

I

n a developed nation like
France, a drought only
means you must not water
your lawn or wash your car
often, but in developing
countries in Africa, lack of
water can be life threatening. In the 1970s lack of rain in the southern region
of the Sahara Desert (called the Sahel) brought
disaster to the nomadic Tamacheq people. Many
lost their herds of camels, cattle, sheep, and goats,
which is all they had. Others were forced to move
south to find pastureland. In order to survive many
moved to the cities or left their homeland for work.
Others traveled to France to earn money to
send home. Oddly enough, the majority of the
Tamacheqs plan to return to their families in Africa
rather than stay in France. A few Tamacheqs come
to France to sell jewelry made by their skilled
artisans, but most of them work as laborers and in
other businesses. They are Tamacheqs who come
to France to stay with friends or family living there.
Such networking is a cornerstone of Tamacheq
culture. Tamacheqs mix their ancient Berber beliefs
with Islam, and very few have found a relationship
with Christ.
Pray that believers would build friendships with the
Tamacheq living in France. Pray that the Tamacheqs
in France who find Christ will take the gospel to their
relatives in Africa. Pray that the Lord would plant
strong churches among the Tamacheq people in France
and Africa.—DK

26

DAY

18

WOLOF PEOPLE IN FRANCE

“

Young people see no future
here, that’s why they want to
go to Europe,” shares an angry,
young, educated man from
Senegal. There are thousands
of Wolof people who think
like him, some educated and
some not, some who make it to
Western Europe and some who
don’t—including many who
die trying.

eph 1:7-8, NET
Atlantic
Ocean
Indian
Ocean

MAURITANIA

Dakar

SENEGAL

MALI

There are over 5.6 million
GUINEA
GAMBIA
BISSAU
Wolof people who make up
GUINEA
Senegal’s largest ethnic group.
Approximately 41,000 now live
in France. Senegal became a French colony in the
1800s, with the Wolof being awarded French citizenship in 1946. Senegal has since gained independence, but European influence is still seen in Wolof
culture. About two thirds of Senegal’s population
is below the age of 18. Multitudes of young people
can’t find viable work. Many Senegalese families
rely on income from a relative abroad. However, the
dream of European prosperity often leads to mounting frustration for Wolof people who can’t find good
jobs in Europe.

In him we have redemption
through His blood,
the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the
riches of His grace that He
lavished on us in all wisdom
and insight.
Pray that the Wolof
people in France will
embrace this promise
and allow it to transform
their communities.

Few Wolof people try integrating with the French
majority. Despite numerous Christian resources
available to them, the Sufi Muslim Wolof people are
also closed to the gospel.
Pray for softening of Wolof hearts through the JESUS
Film, radio, and other evangelistic tools. Ask God for
anointed, culturally-sensitive witnesses to go to the Wolof.
Pray for disciple-making movements among France’s
Wolof diaspora.—CR
27

DAY

19

As they got out of the
boat, people immediately
recognized Jesus.
Pray that the refugees who
are fleeing to Europe will
recognize Jesus for who He
is, and seek Him as they
begin their new lives.
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mark 6:53, NET

FULANI PEOPLE IN FRANCE
(These events are
hypothetical.)

R

ashad stood
under a tree in
a Paris park, gazing
at the distant Eiffel
Tower. He was
a member of the
Fulani people group, the same one we prayed for
in February.

His journey to France had begun in Nigeria. Ten
people from his village had each paid a smuggler
$400 to get them to France. The group had
decided to leave Nigeria because of religious
violence, and they wanted to earn more money.
First came a hot, dusty bus ride through the Sahel
Desert, followed by a second bus ride to war-torn
Libya. Then came a rickety boat ride to Italy. Five
of them had died, some drowning off the coast
of Italy, and others were shot to death in Libya.
Rashad felt lucky to be alive, and he thanked
Allah for that.

There are 32,000 Fulani people living in France
today, most of them recent refugees. Almost all
of them are Muslims. They speak a language
called Fulfulde. Some are college graduates, but
most are much less educated. There are few, if any,
followers of Christ among them.

Ask God to strengthen mission efforts to reach Fulani
and other African peoples in France. Pray that God
would break the spiritual stronghold of Islam, and
give them a spiritual thirst that will lead them to
Jesus. May there soon come a day when Fulani people
in France will be discipled in Christ’s ways.—WK
28

THE WORK OF ABEL AND
PATRICIA VALLEJOS

H

ailing from
Argentina,
Abel and Patricia
Vallejos have worked
side-by-side among
the Fulanis in Guinea
Bissau and Portugal.
Their impact has been A Fulani worship service
felt wherever there are
Fulani migrants in Europe. Both the Fulani and
Mandingo people have been a particular focus of this
couple. They have attempted to reach the Muslim
groups in Guinea Bissau, Senegal, Portugal, and
even Paris, France. The work is slow, but they have
made progress. Since first arriving as missionaries
to Equatorial Guinea in 1990, they have planted
multiple churches. There are now a few Muslimbackground members beginning to fill the seats. As
a doctor, Abel has started a medical clinic in Lisbon,
and they have also established a school to teach
alphabetization to adults.

DAY
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james 3:17, Net

But the wisdom from
above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle,
accommodating, full
of mercy and good
fruit, impartial, and
not hypocritical.
Pray that the work of
missionaries among Africans
in Europe will result in many
putting their faith in Jesus
Christ alone.

Twice a year, they returned to Africa for short
periods, taking pastors along from Argentina and
Portugal to see the needs of the people and to
spread the desire to reach the unreached.
Pray that the Lord would bring good fruit from this
work, and that Fulani hearts would be open and
receptive to Jesus Christ. Pray for additional resources
and materials in the Fulani language, especially digital
media and film. Pray that attempts to spread zeal for
the lost and unreached would be wildly successful among
European believers, so that they will take part in this
emerging harvest.—BK

29

DAY

ProV 25:25, NET
Like cold water to a weary
soul is good news from a
distant land.
Pray for the Lord to provide
spiritual rest for the Soninke
people in France, and use
them to provide the same for
those in West Africa.

SONINKE PEOPLE IN FRANCE
AIM Intl.

21

“

Your whole life you will
be tired, from when
you start working till the
day you die.” These are
the words of a Soninke
man describing life as a
migrant worker in France.
The Soninke are an agricultural people spread across
seven countries in West Africa. Since the 1950s,
however, after desertification of natural farmland,
Soninke men began supporting their families
as international laborers, primarily in France.
These migrants were once a valued source of labor
within France, as they served in reconstructing the
country after WWII. Today, the Soninke migrants
are condemned as an unwelcome social burden.
Nevertheless, the promise of overseas labor remains
a source of hope to them, and many Soninke youth
consider immigration to be a sign of manhood.
The Soninke migrants have a saying that captures
the difficulty of life abroad: “A foreigner has no
value in foreign places.” Soninke laborers experience
constant racism in their host countries. Their living
situations are also dismal. Often laborers will sleep
only two hours a night in a room packed so tightly
with other workers that they will not even be able to
turn in their bed. Almost all Soninke are Muslim.
Pray for the French church to embrace the Africans in
their home country. Pray for the Soninkes in France
to find rest in the knowledge of Jesus, and for many to
return to Africa sharing the good news of the true riches
of knowing the Savior.—EC

30

DAY

C

an you play ping
pong? Do you like
soccer? Do you like to
eat and socialize? Have
you led a Bible study?
If the answer to any of
these questions is yes,
you might qualify to work with refugees in Europe.
Refugees from Iraq and Syria are still arriving along
with others from Sudan and Somalia. One worker is
organizing ping pong and soccer for teenagers, and
she is surprised by how respectful the young people
are. Once they get into the job market, they will do
great with their people skills! For security reasons,
we will just call her Rhonda, though it’s not her real
name. The refugees also play video games, learn
dance, and attend Bible studies.
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WORK AMONG AFRICANS AND
ARABS IN EUROPE

22

Eph 3:18, NLT

And may you have the
power to understand, as all
God’s people should, how
wide, how long, how high,
and how deep His love is.
Pray that through this work
of the Lord, Muslim refugees
will understand the depths
of God’s love, and embrace
Him with all their hearts.

Africans gravitate towards Bible studies in English,
while the Arabic speaking people hear God’s word
in their own language. For most of them, this is the
first time they have had a chance to interact with
God’s word and to hear of the lovingkindness of
the Lord. Teenagers are among the most spiritually
receptive. With all the confusion from being in a
foreign country, many of these refugees are even
more open to spiritual change.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to move in the hearts of both
workers and refugees. Pray that Bible studies will lead
to discipleship and transformed lives. Pray for loving
volunteers to help lead Bible studies and befriend these
Muslim refugees.—KC

31

DAY

heb 10:24, NET

And let us take thought of
how to spur one another on
to love and good works …
Pray that the work of
missionaries in Europe will
motivate believers to show
the love of Christ to the new
people in their midst.

CHRISTAR WORK
iStockPhotos
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K

en and Julie
(fictional
names) are Christar
team members
reaching out to
Muslims in their
vicinity. They
befriend them, help
them, and teach the Bible to some of them. Julie
has become close to a post-doctoral researcher
from Iran and to a new mother from Syria. Ken is
sharing the gospel with contacts from Libya and
Iran. At Christmas, Ken and Julie were able to
welcome Syrians, Iraqis, Kurds from Iran, and a
Kenyan to their home.
Ken has travelled to Panama to teach Islam and
Muslim evangelism. Twenty-five students from
various countries were enrolled in the program.
The mornings began with class and the afternoons
consisted of witnessing and practical application
of their lessons. Graduates of this program have
used their training in 19 countries.
Pray for the students to catch the vision for sharing
the gospel with their Muslim connections and to put
their training into action. Pray for Ken and Julie’s
partnership with pastors and teachers who reach out
to Arabs in many countries. Ask the Holy Spirit to
prepare the hearts of listeners to receive the truth. Ask
God to strengthen Ken and Julie for their work so that
they will be empowered by the Holy Spirit. Pray for
good health, especially for Julie.—CMW

32

DAY

SOMALIS IN CARDIFF, UK

C

ardiff, the largest
city and capital
of Wales, is home
to 350,000 people.
Studies indicate that
100 different languages
A proud Somali father
are spoken as mother
tongues in this cosmopolitan city. African unreached
people groups are well represented, and Cardiff is
home to the oldest Somali community in the UK.
Somalis originally started moving into Cardiff at
the end of the 19th century and worked as seamen
in the thriving docks. Those who came first were
not refugees, but took up jobs locals did not want to
do. Later some worked in the merchant navy during
World War I. Some of those who came settled and
married local women, while others returned home
every now and again to visit their families.

24

Gen 1:28, NLT

Then God blessed them
and said, “Be fruitful and
multiply. Fill the earth and
govern it. Reign over the
fish in the sea, the birds
in the sky, and all the
animals that scurry along
the ground.”
Pray for the Somalis
in the UK to be fruitful
and multiply …
discipleship groups!

Cardiff has the largest British-born Somali community. They were later joined by refugees who came
in the 1990s. Despite their long history in Cardiff,
churches have never penetrated these communities.
Both sides seem reluctant to have social interactions
with one another. Some of the older seamen are now
in retirement homes. They still remain connected by
trust and friendship with those they came with.
Pray that God will give vision to the churches in Cardiff
to intentionally reach the Somali people with the good
news of Jesus. Pray that the Somali people will hunger
and thirst for true righteousness. Pray that soon there
will be a disciple-making movement among Somalis in
Cardiff.—AIM Int' l., UK
33

DAY

Jn 13:14, NIV

Now that I, your Lord and
teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash
one another’s feet.

E

ritrea is a country in the
Horn of Africa which
gained independence from
Ethiopia in 1993 after a
30-year war. It is a one-party
state with an authoritarian
regime committed to clamping down on anyone who
ERITREA
YEMEN
disagrees with their president’s
way of doing things. There is
Addis Ababa
no freedom for followers of
ETHIOPIA
Christ to meet together for
A
ALI
SOM
worship, and many church
leaders and believers have been
imprisoned. Military conscription is mandatory and
indefinite which has forced many Eritreans to flee
their country and seek freedom from oppression.
Described as “the North Korea of Africa,” detention, torture, and extra-judicial killings are some
of the horrendous experiences the people of Eritrea
face. Unfortunately, the inhumane situation in the
country has not been featured in the global media
as much as it should be, and this is partly due to the
secretive operations of the Eritrean government.
Red

Sea

Pray that the despotic
leaders of Eritrea will learn
to lead by serving in such a
way that the non-believing
world will take notice. Pray
that despotism will be
replaced by service.

ERITREANS IN THE UK

SUD
AN

25

Many of those fleeing Eritrea take the extremely
hazardous journey through the desert into Ethiopia,
Sudan, and Libya. Then they cross the
Mediterranean Sea on unsafe dinghies to Europe.
Eritreans arriving in Europe include huge numbers
of unaccompanied minors.
Pray that these traumatized people will be shown the
love of Christ by believers in the UK. Pray for emotional
and spiritual healing. Pray that Eritrean believers
facing persecution in Eritrea will never lose their hope in
Christ.—AIM Int' l., UK
34

CHURCH-BASED OUTREACH
TEAMS IN UK

DAY

A

Acts 3:25-26, NIV

Coaching and mentoring is available at AIM’s
networks from people who have cross-cultural
experience. The essence of this approach is to see
a growth of churches which reflect the diversity
prevalent in most UK cities today, because at
this time many churches remain mono-ethnic in
their membership. AIM also hopes to use this to
encourage local churches to be active in frontier
mission work at home or abroad.

AIM Intl.

IM International is
seeking to encourage
churches in the UK to setup church based outreach
teams to reach diaspora
(eg, from other countries)
communities, especially
Muslims, with the gospel of Christ. The teams
would be comprised of ordinary church members
who have a heart to reach diaspora communities
with the gospel. Yet they don’t feel adequately
equipped to do so. AIM has developed a curriculum to be used by churches over a two-year period
to provide ongoing training, nurture, and mutual
support for such teams.

26

And you are heirs of
the prophets and of the
covenant God made with
your fathers. He said to
Abraham, “Through your
offspring all peoples on
earth will be blessed.”
When God raised up His
servant, He sent him first to
you to bless you by turning
each of you from your
wicked ways.
Pray that believers in the UK
will act upon the knowledge
that they are heirs of God’s
covenant, and as a result,
they will do all they can to
bless all peoples, including
those not like themselves.

Pray that churches in the UK will gain a greater heart
for their part in global mission. Pray that those from
unreached people groups will be reached with the gospel
and discipled. Pray especially that the many Muslims
who are seeking for truth will soon find Jesus who is
the way, the truth, and the life.—AIM Int' l., UK

35
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27

LIBYANS IN MANCHESTER, UK

M

deut 30:15-16, NET

Pray that there will be a
large remnant of Libyans in
the UK who will choose life
over death, and prosperity
over disaster. Pray that
they will know that this will
involve taking the Lord at
His word, and living by His
ways rather than the ways of
the flesh.

TUNISIA

Tunis

ALGERIA

Now listen! Today I am
giving you a choice
between life and death,
between prosperity and
disaster. For I command you
this day to love the Lord
your God and to keep His
commands, decrees, and
regulations by walking in
His ways. If you do this, you
will live and multiply, and
the Lord your God will bless
you and the land you are
about to enter and occupy.

Mediterranean Sea
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Ghadhames
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EGYPT
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SUDAN

any Libyans fled to
the UK in the 1980s
and 1990s in the days of
dictator Muammar Gaddafi.
Many ended up settling in
Manchester. We don’t know
exactly how many are there,
but those on the ground
think that there are possibly
6,000 to 10,000 Libyans in
Manchester. There have been
concerns that young Muslims
including Libyans are in
danger of being radicalized.

Despite the recent negative publicity that the
Libyan community in Manchester has faced,
many Libyans are making a very positive
contribution to the British economy. For
instance, the National Health Service has over
3,000 Libyan doctors.
The continued turmoil in Libya is a problem not
just for Libya, but it also affects the Libyans
living in the UK and elsewhere. There has been
an effort through the Libyan Youth Association
to get Libyan youth off the streets, because
there is a problem with drugs and crime among
Manchester’s youths. These problems also affect
migrant communities.
Pray for clear efforts to reach Libyan people with the
gospel in Manchester. Pray that those reaching out to
unreached people groups in Manchester will be spiritually strong and see good fruit from their labor. Pray for
peace to be restored in Libya.—AIM Int' l., UK

36

DAY

S

udan is a country
that has gone
through two civil
wars and a war in
the bordering Darfur
region. There have
been millions of
casualties and many
have had to flee. Most of the refugees have been
hosted by neighboring African nations, though
some have arrived in the UK.

The early immigrants from Sudan to the UK were
professionals, business people, and academics. But
this pattern has changed dramatically since the end
of the 20th century. Less educated people have had
to leave Sudan as a result of the struggles between
the janjaweed militias and various rebel groups in
western Sudan. Many Sudanese in Darfur have
taken risks travelling from Sudan through Egypt,
Libya, and the Mediterranean Sea into Europe in
overcrowded dinghies. The situation in Darfur is a
clear attempt to perform ethnic cleansing of certain
people groups as both the government security
forces and the janjaweed militias terrorize them
through air raids and by burning homes.
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SUDANESE ARABS IN THE UK
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Rom 8:18, NET

Yet what we suffer now is
nothing compared to the
glory He will reveal to us
later. For all creation is
waiting eagerly for that
future day when God will
reveal who His children
really are.
Pray that Sudanese refugees
in the UK will have hope and
comfort in Jesus who will
one day reveal Himself to
the entire world. Pray that
they will eagerly become
part of God’s family, and
join in praising Him!

Significant numbers of diaspora Sudanese can be
found in greater London, Brighton, and the West
Midlands. Some have come as unaccompanied
children, and they consist of both Muslims and
Coptic Christians.

Pray that the people of Sudan will find the Prince
of Peace. Pray for UK churches to be proactive in
welcoming the foreigner. Pray that those sharing the
gospel will see much fruit, and that these suffering people
will be discipled in the ways of Jesus.—AIM Int' l., UK
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1pet 3:15, net

Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have.
But do so with gentleness
and respect.
Pray for believers in the UK to
be ready and eager to share
their savior with those who
are seeking for truth.

THE AFRICAN DIASPORA IN THE UK
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(This fictional account is intended to
portray possible experiences Muslims
might be having.)
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Birmingham
Leicester

Coffee!” Fatima announced
brightly, setting a cup in front
of her husband. Seated at the
kitchen table, he was frowning,
staring out the window. When
she noticed the expression on his
face, she asked, “What’s wrong?”

ENGLAND
London

He took a deep breath, then
explained, “I had the dream
again.” Fatima sighed and sank into the chair next
to him. “The dream about Isa?” He nodded. “It’s
always the same: we’re driving somewhere, a dust
storm suddenly arises and engulfs us. It gets so dark
we can’t see the road. And then, suddenly a light
pierces the darkness. The dust parts and there is Jesus,
standing in the road, gesturing for us to approach
him.” Fatima considered this. “What does it mean?”
“I don’t know. But I think I’ll ask Tony, my friend at
work. He follows Jesus. Maybe he can tell us.”
More and more Muslims are having visions and
dreams of Christ, even as they are fleeing their
homelands in the Middle East and Africa to resettle
in places like the UK.
Pray for God to continue revealing Himself to Muslims in
supernatural ways as well as through the Bible. Ask the
Lord to speak to their hearts. Pray for believers in the UK
to be ready to respond to seekers who desire to know more
about the Savior.—CL

38

OUTREACH AMONG AFRICAN
MUSLIMS IN EUROPE

DAY

“

job 4:10-11, nlt

AIM Intl.

Off to visit a woman
in desperate need of
Jesus’ healing touch and
wholeness. Dangerous
for her!” This is one of
the daily posts flying
between 30 team
Watching the JESUS Film on a cell
members as they, for the phone
first time, shared Jesus on the streets of four cities in
southern Europe.

30

Then the Lord said, “You
feel sorry about the plant,
though you did nothing
to put it there. It came
quickly and died quickly.
But Nineveh has more
than 120,000 people living
in spiritual darkness, not
to mention all the animals.
Shouldn’t I feel sorry for
such a great city?”

Partnering for two weeks with church leaders
in each city; equipped with cell phones, digital
apps, and SD cards programmed with the New
Testament and more, four teams hit the streets and
beaches to share Jesus with African immigrants.
Finding the populated areas took hours. Sharing
the gospel through an interpreter—frustrating!
People turning away—heartbreaking! But we
shared meals and the gospel with folks from Guinea
and Cameroon. We watched “More Than Dreams”
with Moroccans and held English classes with
Somali, Eritrean, and Sudanese women and teens.
We saw our taxi driver come to Christ.

Pray that the church in
Europe will have pity on
those arriving from Africa,
and provide for both their
spiritual and physical needs.

God’s power rules! Despite the difficulties and our
limitations, the gospel was proclaimed and people
responded. If we’re looking for opportunities,
we can share the gospel. There are so many here
who desperately need to know Jesus; from people
hiding in wait for a chance at safety, to those living
hopelessly in an area named for a sinking ship.
Pray for opportunities and local church outreach. Pray
that new believers will get discipled in the ways of
Isa, Jesus, and allow the Holy Spirit to rule in their
lives.—AIM
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“The great new fact of our time is that the Christian
missionary movement from the majority world . . . far
outnumbers the movement from the West.”
—Paul E. Pierson, PhD
dean emeritus and senior professor of History of Mission and Latin studies,
Fuller Theological Seminary

The great new fact of our time is that the Christian missionary
movement from the majority world is vital, growing, and far outnumbers
the movement from the West. This book brings together important
research on that movement and will be an encouragement to all . . . to
the fulfillment of the Great Commission.

Timothy K. Park, editor

—PAul e. Pierson, PhD, dean emeritus and senior professor of History of
Mission and Latin studies, fuller theological seminary

Mission History of Asian Churches is a collection of academic essays
expounding and exploring the growing Asian missionary movement that
began more than a century ago. Presented at the second international
forum of the Asian society of Missiology, these essays explore the
mission history of Asian nations like China, india, the indochina region,
indonesia, Korea, the Philippines, and singapore, as well as the crosscultural works of Asian missions and missionaries.

Mission hisTory of AsiAn ChurChes

MISSION HISTORY OF
ASIAN CHURCHES

this book is a springboard to an in-depth discussion and analysis of the
genesis and expansion of the cross-cultural missionary movements in
Asia. it presents the coming-of-age of the Asian church as demonstrated
by its unique way of participating in the Great Commission of Christ
and its significant contributions to world mission amidst struggles and
adversities.

Timothy K. Park earned his PhD in intercultural studies from
fuller theological seminary and is the director of Korean
studies at the school of intercultural studies at fuller, where
he is also an associate professor of Asian Mission. He is
the founding director of the institute for Asian Mission and
president emeritus of the Asian society of Missiology. Park
was a missionary to the Philippines where he coestablished
and served as president of the Presbyterian theological
seminary and helped establish several local churches in
Manila, Bulacan, and Laguna.

AsiAn
ChurChes
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Mission History of Asian Churches is a collection of
academic essays expounding and exploring the growing
Asian missionary movement that began more than
a century ago. Presented at the Second International
Forum of the Asian Society of Missiology, these essays
explore the mission history of Asian nations like
China, India, the Indochina region, Indonesia, Korea,
the Philippines, and Singapore, as well as the crosscultural works of Asian missions and missionaries.
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Toronto:

The Gathering Place
for Unreached
Refugees,
Businessmen,
and Students
2—Submitting to God’s Mission in Toronto is “Exhilarating”
5—Gospel Inroads for Rohingya Refugees
6—Are Gujaratis the Best Businessmen in the World?
14—Reach Them by Moving Into their Neighborhoods!
25—Pray for Saudi Medical Students to Become “Dr. Lukes”

Editorial
Dear Praying Friends,
Canadians are noted for their willingness to accept
people who have no safe place to run. Refugees have
come to Canada for decades, and Toronto seems to
be a key place where they settle. It might be safe to
say that the Lord has given the Canadians the gift of
compassion for less fortunate people.
Why is it so important to reach refugees for Christ
now? When people are unsettled, they are much more
willing to seek and find new spiritual answers to life.
The Muslim Rohingyas who are arriving in Toronto at
this time are much more open spiritually to the word
of God than the children of Buddhist Cambodians
that arrived 40 years ago. Thus, there is a matter of
strategy as well as compassion. Compassion is one of
the most endearing attributes of our Lord, and He
wants us to show it to those who are in need. You
will be amazed at what the organization MoveIn is
accomplishing by serving and living among refugees
in Toronto and other cities.
This month we will also pray for efforts to reach
students from wealthy, highly unreached nations. You
may not be able to tell Saudis or Kuwaitis in their
own country about Jesus, but you can reach them at
Toronto’s universities.
I would like to thank the staff at Global Gates once
again for their willingness to share their work in
Canada so we can pray intelligently for them and the
unreached peoples in North America.
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Feature of the Month

PRAY FOR
The gathered unreached people groups in TORONTO
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To Help You Pray Better

Toronto: The “Gathering
Place” For Unreached
Peoples

iStockPhotos

The City of Toronto’s
population of 2,731,600
makes it the fourth
largest city in North
America after Mexico
City, New York City and
Los Angeles. A total of
eight million people live
in the entire Greater
Toronto Area (GTA),
the most populous metropolitan area in Canada which
includes the Golden Horseshoe, a heavily urbanized region
that is home to 9.2 million people or over 26 percent of the
entire population of Canada. A “global city,” Toronto is an
international center of business, finance, arts, and culture.
It is also recognized as one of the most multicultural and
cosmopolitan cities in the world. Toronto is also among the
most ethnically diverse cities on earth that vividly captures
the meaning of a “global gateway city.” Fully half of Toronto’s
population was born outside of the nation of Canada, and
approximately 20 percent of the GTA’s population is under
the age of 20.

BY CHRIS CARR,
GLOBAL GATES

The name Toronto comes from a Huron Native American
word that means “the gathering place.” Toronto was the
location where various Indian tribes would come together to
trade or fish for a period of time before dispersing back to
their own territories.
Extreme Ethnic Diversity
The Greater Toronto Area is one of the most ethnically
diverse regions on the planet, home to the following
sampling:

Gathering Place
• Muslims (all ethnolinguistic groups): 696,000
• Chinese: 537,000
• Punjabi Sikhs: 300,000
• Slavic peoples (Russian, Ukrainian, Belarusian, Serbian, Polish,
Czech, Slovaks, Bosniak, Croat, Macedonian, Montenegrin,
Slovene, Bulgarian): 269,000
• Jewish Diaspora: 200,000
• Pakistani Muslims (Urdu): 120,000
• Indian Tamils: 100,000
• Somali Muslims: 70,000
• Iranians (Farsi speakers): 57,000
• Vietnamese: 57,000
• Bengali Muslims: 35,000
• Afghan Muslims: 24,000
• Tibetan Buddhists: 8,000
Representatives of unreached people groups from closed countries
pour into Toronto every week. In this great metropolis, the Christians
have been given an historic opportunity to openly spread the gospel,
without fear of persecution, to these least-reached peoples of our
planet. But, sadly, the “laborers are few.” Approximately 150 different
languages and dialects are spoken daily in the GTA. Just over 30
percent of the Toronto residents speak a language other than English
or French at home.
Two-hundred-seventy-three ethnic groups are represented on
Canadian soil and within the GTA. New missionary personnel are
needed to engage these unreached people groups.
Of the top 15 languages regularly spoken at home, Mandarin
Chinese was the fastest growing language in Toronto in 2011. Today
it is spoken by more than 50,000 residents (2.1 percent of the total
population – an increase of 32 percent since 2006). Other fast-

continued on next page
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growing groups include those
who speak Bengali at home
(17,820 in 2011), an increase
of 22 percent in five years.
Farsi (Iranian) speakers have
increased by 11 percent over
the same period, and Tagalog
(Filipino) speakers have
increased by 10 percent.
The top five visible minority
groups in the GTA are:
• South Asian at 298,372 or 12 per cent of the population
• Chinese at 283,075 or 11.4 per cent of the population
• Black at 208,555 or 8.4 per cent of the population
• Filipino at 102,555 or 4.1 per cent of the population.
• Latin American at 64,860 or 2.6 per cent of the population
The GTA’s population base is one of the fastest growing in Canada. It is
estimated that it will grow annually for the next several years by an average of
108,766 persons.
Ethnic Suburbs, AKA, Ethnoburbs
Three thriving “ethnoburbs” (ethnic suburbs) are emerging in the Greater
Toronto Area; one of them includes Brampton, most of Mississauga,
north Etobicoke, and western North York which is predominantly South
Asian. A second ethnoburb includes most of Markham, Scarborough,
eastern North York. It has a predominantly Chinese population. A third
emerging ethnoburb is located in Pickering and Ajax, with a high South
Asian population.
Many of the immigrants coming to the Toronto region in the last decades
have settled directly in the suburbs. They have created distinct ethnic suburbs
with their own businesses and cultural organizations.
In Toronto’s ethnoburbs the local residents own, or have a stake in a large
percentage of local businesses, and they have developed a full range of cultural
institutions. For example, by July 2011 there were 53 Chinese supermarkets
(43 of which are in the ethnoburbs) and 66 Chinese shopping centers (57 in
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the ethnoburbs) to serve more than half a million Chinese ethnic residents
in the Toronto Region. The first South Asian shopping center opened in
Scarborough in 2008, and three new centers later added 540,000 sq. ft. of
commercial space in Brampton and Scarborough.
Forty percent of Toronto’s youth moved there within the last five years
for better opportunities. The GTA is home to 10 universities and colleges,
as well as Tyndale University College and Seminary. One-hundred and
eighty-seven thousand students study at GTA’s institutions of higher
learning, with immigrants comprising a considerable number of the
student population. This has considerable implications for evangelism,
disciple-making, church starting, and mobilizing.
A Waiting Harvest!
We know that God is sovereign and is guiding human and cosmic history.
Acts 17:22-26 makes it clear that God is the one who prompts and
determines the pre-allotted times and boundaries of where people groups
immigrate and live. We know that God is bringing the nations to Toronto
for more than just a better life; rather, a new kind of life—in God’s
forever family!
“The ends of the earth” is the greatest challenge of the great commission.
For 2,000 years, “The ends of the earth” have waited for the hope of
salvation in Jesus Christ. Today, God has brought “The ends of the earth”
to the GTA, a place that is now home to scores of unreached people
groups from around the world. We at Global Gates firmly believe that
abundant gospel-sowing will result in a global harvest in GTA that will
literally spread to the ends of the earth when these same people groups
reach out for Jesus Christ in other parts of the world.
Let’s Pray!
Pray for the Lord to make this dream a reality for Global Gates
(globalgates.ca/gateway-cities/#_Toronto) workers among immigrants in
urban Canada.
Pray for efforts by International Students Ministries in Canada to reach
those who come for an education and can be used of God to reach others
when they return to their home countries. (ismc.ca/page.aspx?pageId=26)
Pray for efforts by the Refugee Highway Partnership to minister
to the physical and spiritual needs of displaced people in Toronto.
(refugeehighway.net/focus-groups.html)
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01

acts 1:8, NIV

But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.
Pray that thousands of
others will heed Jesus’ call
just as the Carr family has
done. Pray that believers
will understand that they
can “go” to those who
“come” to where the gospel
is available.

CHRIS AND EILEEN CARR,
GLOBAL GATES WORKERS

W

hat do you
do when
the unreached
people groups are
almost impossible
to reach in their
Slavic people in Toronto
home countries,
but easily reached, and spiritually open in the
West? Global Gates, a mission agency, has the
answer: send workers to ripe fields in the West!
Global Gates is a mission agency working in a
number of North American cities. This month we
will focus our prayers on their work and the work
of others in Toronto, Canada, including specific
unreached people groups in that cosmopolitan city.
The leaders for the Toronto team are Chris
and Eileen Carr. This couple worked with the
International Mission Board (Southern Baptist)
witnessing to Slavic peoples from 1999-2015.
During that time they worked not only with
people who speak a Slavic language, but also
Muslims who lived in Eastern European countries
like Russia. This prepared the Carrs to minister to
those who have migrated to Toronto, where they
now work.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide and anoint Chris
and Eileen in their service as leaders for the Greater
Toronto Area and as directors of Global Gates Canada.
Pray that they will be able to build their team and
network with Canadian believers and churches. Pray
that their work will result in many new fellowships
and disciples-making movements in at least 12
different Canadian cities among the unreached people
groups.—Global Gates
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M

y name is Nicole
Leung, and
I became involved
with Global Gates in
2016, following the
2015 Urbana Student
Missions Conference. A Tibetan shopowner
Originally from Calgary, Alberta, the Lord called
me into missionary service after I graduated
from the University of Calgary with a Bachelor
of Commerce degree. After much wrestling and
pleading with God out of fear of an uncertain
future, the Lord changed my heart so that I
might willingly submit to His purposes and plans
He has for me—and it has been exhilarating!

Global Gates

MISSIONARY TESTIMONY,
NICOLE LEUNG

02

Job 31:32, NIV

… but no stranger had
to spend the night in
the street, for my door
was always open to
the traveler …
Pray that Global Gates
workers will understand
that they are blessed
when they reach out to the
strangers and foreigners
who come to Canada.

I moved to Toronto in June 2017, and have been
working to become more exposed to a variety of
unreached people groups (UPGs), so that the
Lord might direct me to focus on reaching one of
them in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). So far,
I’ve been blessed with opportunities to connect
with Tibetan Buddhists, Pakistani Muslims,
Punjabi Sikhs, and even a Muslim from Oman.
The diversity of Toronto is beautifully unmatched!
Pray that the Lord will send more laborers into the
harvest of Toronto. Pakistani Muslim women I’ve
met have been reluctant to speak about religious
matters. Pray that the Lord would help me wisely
navigate those conversations and continue to proclaim
the gospel of the kingdom of God. Tibetans in Toronto
can be somewhat exclusive and suspicious of outsiders
in their neighborhood. Pray for persons of peace who
will gladly receive us.—Nicole Leung, Global Gates
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03

As for the foreigner who
does not belong to your
people Israel but has come
from a distant land because
of your name—for they
will hear of your great
name and your mighty
hand and your outstretched
arm—when they come
and pray toward this
temple, then hear from
heaven, your dwelling
place. Do whatever the
foreigner asks of you, so
that all the peoples of the
earth may know your name
and fear you, as do your
own people Israel, and may
know that this house I have
built bears your name.
Pray that through Seth
Beebe and other believers,
Sikhs in Toronto will
look to the Lord and see
that He indeed blesses
all who respond to
His lovingkindness.

Global Gates

1 Ki 8:41-43, NIV

SETH BEEBE, GLOBAL GATES

S

eth Beebe came to
know Jesus Christ
as Lord and savior as
a child while living in
Nova Scotia, Canada.
His family moved to
Sikhs can't celebrate without tasty
Maine, and he was
food!
baptized at age eight.
Growing up in southern Maine, Seth grew in his
heart for the Lord and for people. Through studies
at the Word of Life Bible Institute, he was called
into Christian ministry. God’s calling on his life
would later become clearer as he studied at the
Baptist Bible College in Pennsylvania, ministered
in Indiana, and studied at the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Kentucky.
The Lord worked in Seth’s life, burdening him for
the unreached people immigrating to the greater
Toronto area of Canada where today 75 percent
of the population is first or second-generation
immigrants. Seth serves with Global Gates in the
task of reaching the ends of the earth through
Toronto. He is reaching out to South Asian
people groups.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in the lives of Punjabi
Sikhs, especially among the 5,000 Indian students
being engaged at a nearby college. Pray for the powerful
name of Jesus to be exalted in the hearts and minds of
these people as Seth and his team engage them with
prayer, Jesus stories, and discovery Bible studies. Pray
against the spiritual attacks that Satan desires to bring
into Seth’s life and ministry.—Seth Beebe, Global
Gates, Toronto.
http://globalgates.ca/gateway-cities/#_Toronto
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PUNJABI SIKHS IN TORONTO

I

iStockPhotos

n April 2017, tens
of thousands of
Sikhs thronged the
streets of Toronto to
celebrate their New
Year. They were joined
by the Canadian Prime A happy Sikh family
Minister, the Ontario
Premier, and the Mayor of Toronto. In the 1960s
and 1970s tens of thousands of skilled Sikhs settled
across Canada, especially in the urban corridor
from Toronto to Windsor. They established places
of worship called gurdwaras in major cities. There
are 32 in Ontario Province alone. The Ontario
legislature declared April as Sikh Heritage Month.

04

Heb 4:12, NLT

For the word of God is
alive and powerful. It is
sharper than the sharpest
two-edged sword, cutting
between soul and spirit,
between joint and marrow.
It exposes our innermost
thoughts and desires.
Pray that the Sikhs will
understand that the word
of God is to be internalized,
not worshipped.

Sikhs form a main religious group among South
Asian immigrants in Canada—currently 35 percent.
Punjabi Sikh immigrants have taken on a variety
of occupations. Many of the Sikhs, visible by their
neatly wound turbans, excel as mechanics, construction workers, and business professionals. Others
work in retail and trade, particularly through small
family businesses.

They express devotion through daily chants, gathering at the gurdwara, and worshipping their holy
book. Sikhs believe they may increase their karma
and escape the cycle of reincarnation through devotion, community service, and charity. Although
there are many Christian resources available in their
Punjabi language, less than two percent of Sikhs in
Toronto are believers.

Ask God to raise up prayer teams to prepare the way for
the gospel. Pray that the Lord of the harvest will thrust
out laborers among the Sikhs. Pray for the effectiveness
of evangelistic tools among Punjabi Sikhs.–AHS
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Ruth 2:4, NIV

Just then Boaz arrived from
Bethlehem and greeted the
harvesters, “The Lord be
with you!” “The Lord bless
you!” they answered.
Pray that Rohingyas who
enter the job market in
Toronto will find employers
who love the Lord as much
as Boaz did. Pray that their
employers will be willing to
act justly and mercifully to
these suffering people.

ROHINGYAS IN TORONTO

T

he army and police
have been accused
of human rights
violations against
Myanmar’s Muslim
Rohingyas. As of
September 2017, about
400,000 refugees
Rohingya children
(about a third of the
Rohingya population) have fled.There’s one silver
lining in this sad refugee picture. It opens doors to the
spread of the gospel message. Recently, a team from
Global Gates on a mission trip into the refugee slums
of southeast Bangladesh led 399 Rohingya Muslims
to salvation in Jesus Christ. In the Kansas City area
the “RefugeeKC” ministry reaches out to hundreds of
refugees from Myanmar.
Several hundred Rohingya refugees migrated to
Toronto. In 2008, they organized the Canadian
Burmese Rohingya Organization “to serve the hopeless Rohingyas all over the world.” Their chairman,
Anwar Arkani, pleaded with the Canadian parliament
to save the Rohingyas left in Myanmar from genocide.

a

Until recently, there were no known believers among
the Rohingya nor Christian resources in their
language. Now Global Recordings Network has made
a one-hour audio-visual recording for them called The
Good News.
Pray for these resources to be widely distributed among the
Rohingya people. Pray for an all-out effort to reach the
Rohingyas in Toronto, a city where many will find refuge.
Pray that, as the Toronto Rohingyas seek justice for their
people, they will find compassion from the judge of all the
earth.—AHS
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GUJARATIS IN TORONTO

F
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rom small businesses
such as markets to
international conglomerates, entrepreneurship is
a focal point in Gujarati
culture and value system.
A Star Tribune article
hypothesized that the Gujaratis are the most successful business people in the world. They value education
in areas such as engineering and medicine, and any
knowledge that will help create business returns.
Despite the long hours spent developing careers
and financial stability, Gujaratis value their family
life even more. This is the case even in the younger
generations that are becoming more closely assimilated into Canadian culture and standards. Extended
families live in the same household, sharing meals
and caring for one another. This starkly contrasts
with Western individualism, in which the pursuit of
a career often divides the individual from the family.

06

Acts 16:14, NLT

One of them was Lydia
from Thyatira, a merchant
of expensive purple cloth,
who worshiped God. As
she listened to us, the
Lord opened her heart,
and she accepted what
Paul was saying.
Pray that God will raise up
many Gujaratis, who will
be moved by the Holy Spirit
to serve the Lord like Lydia
did 2000 years ago.

The name Gujarati refers both to an ethnic group and
the language of Gujarat, a state in Western India.
Gujarati is a widely spoken language, with around
28,000 registered speakers living in the Toronto
region, according to the 2011 census. Regarding
spiritual life, most Gujaratis are culturally Hindu.
Most Gujaratis reserve religious practices for special
events such as weddings, but without any active
personal relationship with God.
Pray for the hearts of the Gujaratis to have good soil to
receive Jesus. Pray for an awakening of the Canadian
church to reach out to its neighbors, and for genuine,
Christ-centered friendships between believers and
Gujaratis.—EC
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07

luke 7:9, nIV

When Jesus heard this,
He was amazed at him,
and turning to the crowd
following Him, He said, “I
tell you, I have not found
such great faith even
in Israel.”
Pray that God will raise up
Parsees in Toronto who will
have great faith in the God
of Israel.

PARSEES IN TORONTO

I

will go before you and
will level the mountains,
I will break down gates of
bronze and cut through bars
of iron. I will give you hidden
treasures, riches stored in
secret places, so that you may
know that I am the Lord, the Parsee youth
God of Israel, who summons
you by name, Is 45:2-3, NIV. These are the words
of the Lord to King Cyrus, whom the Lord blessed.
The Parsee people are known to be connected to
the bloodlines of King Cyrus and other Persian
kings. Today there are around 7,400 Parsees
living in Canada. The majority of Parsees follow
Zoroastrianism, one of the first religions to follow
only one god. In the early 2000s a large center
devoted to Zoroastrianism was opened in Oakville,
Canada. The community plans to construct a fire
temple to be completed by 2019.
The Parsees operate with this standard: “good
word, good thought, good deed.” They believe
that service to the poor and the study of their
scripture are sufficient to earn a place for them in
heaven. Within Zoroastrianism there are some
overlaps in terminology with Christianity, such
as resurrection and sanctification. However, their
meanings are different. The Parsee people deeply
value wisdom and their heritage. They choose to
marry within their people group, and their numbers
are dwindling.
Pray for the refining fire of Christ to burn away
all deceptions in their faith and replace it with His
truth.—EC
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DAY

08

SRI LANKANS IN TORONTO

T

he teardrop at the
bottom of India—Sri
Lanka—was torn apart by
its 26-year-old civil war that
Arabian
began in 1983. Many Sri
Sea
Lankans, including members
of the Sinhalese majority, fled
their homeland and some
INDIA
began migrating to Canada
as early as the 1950s. Since
Canada and Sri Lanka are
both members of the British
Colombo
commonwealth, many
emigrated to Canada. For
years Canada and Sri Lanka
have conducted a bustling
trade benefitting both countries.

ruth 1:20, NIV
Bay of
Bengal

Jaffna

SRI LANKA

“Don’t call me Naomi,” she
told them. “Call me Mara,
because the Almighty has
made my life very bitter.”
Pray that refugees in
Toronto will seek and find
blessing, even when they
arrive tired and discouraged.

The largest ethnic group of Sri Lankans is the
Sinhalese. They are able to keep a dual citizenship.
They have a vibrant community life and stay well
connected through social media, newspapers, and
television. Buddhist temples host many events that
are central to the Sinhalese’s community, cultural
and religious life.
Only a fraction of the approximately 5,000
Sinhalese living in Canada follow Christ, but God
can do great things with small numbers. Jesus
started out with only 12 dedicated men—the
apostles—who led a movement that turned the
world upside down.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will empower the tiny
number of Sinhalese believers to disciple their
community with the good news of Jesus. Pray that
the Sinhalese media will be used to transform many
lives.—JS
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09

1 kings 10:9, NIV
Praise be to the Lord your
God, who has delighted in
you and placed you on the
throne of Israel. Because
of the Lord’s eternal love
for Israel, He has made
you king to maintain
justice and righteousness.
Pray that like the Queen of
Sheba quoted above, that
Hakka Chinese people in
Toronto will marvel at the
glory and splendor of the
true Lord.

HAKKA CHINESE IN TORONTO
(These events are
hypothetical.)

H

arold cooked
spicy curry
at the Hakka
Chinese restaurant in Toronto.
Using a spoon, he
Everyone loves dim sum!
took a small bite
and smiled because he'd gotten the flavor just right.
Hakka Chinese food was known to be spicy. His
family owned the restaurant. Harold made curry the
way his father and grandfather had.
But there was no “spice” in Harold's life. Making
money seemed empty to him, as were the parties
he attended on weekends. Where would he find
meaning for his life?
The first Hakka Chinese arrived in Canada in
1882 to help build the Canadian Pacific Railroad
in British Columbia. After the completion of that
railroad, some Hakka Chinese migrated to Toronto
and formed a community that still exists today.
Now there are many 5th and 6th generation Hakka
Chinese Canadians living in Toronto. Some practice
Buddhism, while others are nonreligious. There are
few, if any, followers of Jesus Christ among them.
Pray that a mission agency would reach out to Toronto's
Hakka Chinese with the gospel. Ask God to break the
hold that Buddhism has on this people group. May the
Hakka Chinese come to see Jesus Christ as the one who
can give meaning to their lives. Pray that soon there will
be a strong disciple-making movement among the Hakka
Chinese in Toronto.—WK

58

DAY

(These events are
hypothetical.)

A

iStockPhotos

JAPANESE PEOPLE IN TORONTO

t a Buddhist
temple in Toronto,
Sachiko, a young
Japanese woman in
her 20s, sat in a lotus position and chanted. There
were other people sitting on the temple floor doing
the same. Most of the others were much older than
Sachiko. She continued chanting, but she felt nothing inside. She had a good job in downtown Toronto,
but nothing she could buy filled the emptiness in her
heart. That’s why she decided to give the Buddhism
practiced by her ancestors a try.

There is a large Japanese community in Toronto.
Many of the young people are 5th or 6th generation.
Around 1900 many Japanese settled in British
Columbia, on Canada’s west coast. After Japan
declared war on the British Empire in 1941, all
ethnic Japanese were forced to move to relocation
camps in the Rocky Mountains. After the war
ended in 1945, laws were passed to prevent these
people from returning to British Columbia, so many
relocated to Toronto.

10

2 cor 10:3-5, NIV
For though we live in the
world, we do not wage
war as the world does. The
weapons we fight with
are not the weapons of
the world. On the contrary,
they have divine power
to demolish strongholds.
We demolish arguments
and every pretension that
sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we
take captive every thought
to make it obedient
to Christ.
Pray that spiritual powers
that keep the Japanese
away from Jesus Christ
will be thrust away by the
mighty arm of the Lord.

Over the years Canada’s ethnic Japanese have clung
to the Buddhism practiced by their ancestors. There
are 65,000 Japanese living in Canada and less than
one percent of them know Christ as their Lord.
Ask God to raise up faithful workers to reach out to
Toronto's ethnic Japanese with the message of salvation.
Pray that this people group would come to see Jesus Christ,
and not Buddha, as the one who can bring meaning to
their lives.—WK
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deut 10:18, NIV

He defends the cause of
the fatherless and the
widow, and loves the
foreigner residing among
you, giving them food
and clothing.
Pray that Canada will
always be a place of
refuge for those who need
protection and acceptance.

Create Intl.

11

KHALKA MONGOLS IN TORONTO

A

Khalka Mongol
woman heard
sirens blare and
glanced out the
window of her
second-floor
apartment. Her
heart skipped a
beat when a police
car parked in front
Mongol girls
of the apartment
building. The woman in her 20s wondered if the
police had come for her. She glanced at her baby girl,
crawling on the living room rug. Had the Canadian
authorities rejected her request for asylum? Will
she and her baby be sent back to Mongolia? She’d
fled Mongolia to get away from an abusive husband.
Looking out the window, she saw two officers
dragging the man who lived downstairs into the
police car. The woman was still safe.
Since the early 1990s many Khalka Mongols have
immigrated to Canada, not all of them legally.
Many of these people settled in Toronto. Among
them are people who have fled from domestic abuse
in Mongolia and are now having trouble proving
that they have been abused.

The Khalka Mongols used to be mostly a Buddhist
people group, but 80 years of communism eroded
the strength of the Buddhist religion among them.
Some Mongolians have become believers, but few if
any of these live in Canada.

Pray that the Khalka Mongols in Toronto would develop
a hunger for the true God. May the few followers of
Jesus among them be energized by the Holy Spirit to
witness to their unsaved countrymen.—WK

60

DAY

BRUNEI MALAY PEOPLE
(These events are hypothetical.)

T

South
China
Sea

Philippine
Sea

luke 24:45, NIV

Then he opened their
minds so they could
understand the Scriptures.
Pray that Malay peoples
in Toronto will hear and
understand the word of God.

k

gko
Ban

he young Brunei man
sat in a Toronto library
reading a book. Another
young man sat at a nearby
table and bowed his head
before opening the book he’d
brought with him. The man
THAILAND
from Brunei knew that his
white neighbors often bowed
MALAYSIA
their heads to pray. Might the
Kuala Lumpur
book be religious? Curious,
SINGAPORE
he walked to the next table.
“What are you reading?” The
white college student smiled. “I'm reading the Bible,
about Jesus Christ, the only person to rise from
the dead.”

12

“The Qur’an talks about resurrection, but it only
will happen in the future. My English reading is not
good. Does the library have a copy of the Bible in
Brunei Malay?” They walked to the checkout desk.
The librarian checked her computer and responded,
"I'm sorry. We don't have a Brunei Malay language
Bible. No library does because the Bible hasn't been
translated into that language.”
The first Brunei Malays arrived in Canada in 1906.
Today there are 4900 members of this people group
living in Canada. Some live in Toronto. Brunei
Malays are all Muslims.
Ask God to lead a mission agency to translate the Bible
into Brunei Malay. Pray that this people group will
become curious about Jesus Christ. Pray that soon there
will be Brunei Malay believers studying the Bible in
their own language.—WK
61

DAY

Mark 11:24, NLT
I tell you, you can pray for
anything, and if you believe
that you’ve received it, it
will be yours.
Pray that many believers
in Canada will faithfully
pray for Tibetans in their
country to be freed from
spiritual bondage.

TIBETANS IN TORONTO

I

n 1950, China
took control of
Tibet claiming it
was part of China.
Tibetans are
different from Han
Chinese in every
Tibetans
way: language, religion, customs, etc. Their leader, the Dalai Lama,
was exiled and what has followed every year since
then is an exodus of Tibetans to countries all over
the world.

Global Gates

13

Some countries have been welcoming, and that
includes Canada. In March of 1971 the first
Tibetan refugees arrived in Canada with many
settling in Toronto. If the resettlement was
successful, the government decided it would
accept more. Tibetans have done especially well in
“caring professions,” such as in hospitals or homes
for senior citizens.
A loophole in the Canadian Refugee and
Protection Act has allowed Canada to accept
stateless refugees. It’s available for groups of
people who act like refugees, function like
refugees, but do not fit under the normal category
of refugee. Such is the case with some Tibetans
considered stateless. Tibetans are often Buddhists
who incorporate the ancient shamanistic bon
rituals in their religion (that includes techniques
involving ecstasy and ritual magic).
Pray for God to directly intervene in the lives of
Tibetan refugees living in Canada. May they have
both divine visions of Jesus and “ divine appointments”
with believers who can share the gospel.—JS
62

DAY

J

esus never said,
“When the people
come to you ….” Jesus
said, “Go therefore
and make disciples
of all the nations….”
(Matthew 28:19a).
That command came Your new neighbors!
in 2009 to MoveIn founder and director, Nigel Paul.
God gave him the vision to see regular followers of
Christ move in and pray in high-needs neighborhoods in Toronto.
Nigel Paul reminds us that God literally moved in
with us when Jesus was born. Nigel’s journey began
when he moved into a Muslim-majority neighborhood in Toronto at the invitation of friends who had
started a church-plant there. He explains that it was
a powerful experience to see God at work.

Lashio

MOVEIN
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lev 23:22, NIV

When you reap the harvest
of your land, do not reap to
the very edges of your field
or gather the gleanings of
your harvest. Leave them
for the poor and for the
foreigner residing among
you. I am the Lord your God.
Thank the Lord for the
kindness that MoveIn
workers are showing to
those who have arrived in
Canada without hope.

God’s two words to Paul, “move in,” led to a movement by that name, MoveIn. This current generation
has to go where the people are needy and meet their
needs in the name of Jesus. MoveIn has literally
moved on to other areas of Canada wherever there
are needy people to hear about the savior. Their
theme verse has come from John 1:14a, NIV which
says, “The Word became flesh and dwelled among
us…” but the Message paraphrase puts it best: “The
Word became flesh and blood and moved into the
neighborhood.” That is what the MoveIn movement
is all about—going and living with the needy.
Pray that hundreds of believers will move into neighborhoods and share Christ with the the unreached
immigrant.—JS
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DAY

15

deut 24:17, ESV
Do not deprive the
foreigner or the fatherless
of justice, or take the
cloak of the widow as
a pledge.
Meditate on how you can
apply this verse to the
refugees in your city.

REFUGEE HIGHWAY PARTNERSHIP

“

When a stranger
sojourns with you in
your land, you shall
not do him wrong.
You shall treat the
stranger who sojourns
with you as the native
among you, and you
shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God” (Lev
19:33-34, NIV).
The Refugee Highway Partnership provides
opportunities for followers of Christ to work
together ministering to forcibly displaced refugees
who are now living in North America. They offer
a resource where all kinds of groups, churches, etc.
working with refugees can learn, network, and
share information.
Sharing refugee stories is one way the group informs
believers of their plight. “My name is Jean and I am
from the Central African Republic (CAR). I came
to Canada hoping to find a safe place to live. My
involvement in politics put me at great risk in my
country. I was tortured and imprisoned for speaking
out against the government.” Sahar from Iraq shares
that she and her husband fled when his barbershop
was blown up by those who didn’t like the western
style haircuts he gave. Canada has been very
pro-active in meeting refugee needs.
Pray for compassionate hearts among God’s people as
they see refugees entering their cities. May they find
opportunities to welcome the “sojourners” and treat them
as their own.—JS

64

DAY

UIGHURS IN TORONTO

“

We can jail you any time
we like …. We don’t care
about Canadian passports.
This is China.” A UighurCanadian man recalled
these words from Chinese
authorities when he visited
China in 2013. The quote
appeared in a recentlyupdated article from
Canada’s largest newspaper, Uighur
The Globe and Mail that is published in Toronto.

16

acts 17:28a, TPT
It is through Him that we
live and function and have
our identity...
Pray that Uighurs take this
scripture to heart by giving
their allegiance to Jesus,
the almighty redeemer
and the only true hope for
their culture.

Approximately 800 Uighurs live in Canada, with
active communities in Toronto and Montreal. A
Turkic people group, millions of Uighurs mostly live
in Northwest China’s Xinjiang Province. China’s
severe persecution of the minority Muslim Uighurs is
not confined to China, however. Various testimonies
indicate that Chinese authorities attempt to intimidate and infiltrate Uighur communities worldwide.
The Chinese reportedly use serious threats and
bribery to pressure Uighurs to spy on their own
people outside of China, including in Canada.
Ongoing Chinese oppression has intensified the
resistance of the Muslim Uighur diaspora to
outsiders and their beliefs. Although the Bible, the
JESUS Film, and gospel recordings all exist in
the Uighur language, there are few Uighurs who
follow Christ.
Ask that Christ-followers in Toronto and other
Canadian cities pray for and effectively reach out to
local Uighurs. Pray for disciple-making movements
among Uighurs in Canada that will lead to disciplemaking movements among Uighurs in other parts of
the world.—CR
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DAY

17

During the night Paul
had a vision of a man of
Macedonia standing and
begging him, “Come over
to Macedonia and help us.”
After Paul had seen the
vision, we got ready at once
to leave for Macedonia,
concluding that God had
called us to preach the
gospel to them.
Pray for many Canadian
believers to have a
“Macedonian call” to the
refugees in Toronto.
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acts 16:9-10, NIV

TURKS IN TORONTO

T

he Turks are an
ancient people,
and they have
almost legendary
status in stories
and tales of the
East. Rightly so,
as they have influenced the world significantly.
Modern Turks are descendants of the Ottoman
Empire, conquering warriors that spread their
rule over most of the Middle East. A vast empire
in 1299, the remainder of the said empire became
a republic in 1923. Christians and Jews were
tolerated but were second class-citizens under
the Turks, and they were finally driven out as the
empire collapsed during WWI.
Today, the majority of Turks reside in Turkey,
but there is a significant diaspora. Opportunities
for education, economic gain, and escape from
political unrest have drawn many Turks to migrate
throughout the world, even to Toronto. The first
Turkish immigrants to come into Canada are
recorded as far back as the 1880s, and today over
55,000 Canadians claim full or partial Turkish
descent. When they migrate, Turks bring with
them their commitment to Islam, and they are
proud of their heritage and nationality.
Pray that the Turks would be placed on the hearts of
churches, mission organizations, and Toronto believers.
Pray for God’s wisdom and favor for those reaching
them for the Savior. Pray that the message of the risen
Christ would be spread back to Turkey.—BK
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18

AZERBAIJANIS IN TORONTO

A

zerbaijan is crowded by
powerful neighbors. The
Azerbaijanis (aka, Azeris)
have outgrown their tiny
nation, and have spilled
copiously into the rest of the
world. Azerbaijanis compriseSyria
the second largest ethnic
group in Iran.

ex 22:21, NIV

RUSSIA
Caspian
Sea

GEORGIA

AZERBAIJAN

ARMENIA
TURKEY

Do not mistreat or oppress
a foreigner, for you were
foreigners in Egypt.

IRAN
IRAQ

GEO
RGIA

Caspian
Sea

Ganca

A
ENI
ARM

Moving beyond their
AZERBAIJAN Baku
near neighbors, Azeris
can be found throughout
IRAN
the world. In Canada,
most Azerbaijanis live in
Toronto. There have been
five waves of Azerbaijan immigration, the first in
the 1930s. The majority of this immigration has
been due to war or political instability. According
to the official census, there are less than 5,000
Azerbaijanis living in Canada; however, unofficial
estimates range from 20,000 to 80,000.

Pray that believers in
Canada will show the same
kindness to Azerbaijanis
that Jesus showed to those
outside their own group
(see Jn 4, the woman at
the well.)

Azerbaijanis have made an effort to blend in, but
they do not forget their own culture. Though they
speak a Turkic language, the Azeris are Shi’ite,
not Sunni Muslims as are their Turkish neighbors.
Every spring, they hold a festival featuring their
own food, dance, and music. Of the 40 million
Azeris worldwide, only 10,000 are known to be
believers. Amongst the Azerbaijanis in Canada,
that number shrinks to 50.
Pray that the Azerbaijanis in Toronto would
encounter the work of the Holy Spirit. Pray that any
fear of Muslims among Canadian believers would be
washed away by the love of God for these people, and
pray that they would step out boldly for the Kingdom
of God.—BK
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DAY

19

Even them I will bring to
my holy mountain, and
make them joyful in my
house of prayer. Their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my
altar; For my house shall be
called a house of prayer for
all nations.
Pray that as believers
intercede for the unreached
nations at a distance, that
they will remember to pray
for and go to those nearby.

F
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is 56:7, Nkjv

PASHTUN AFGHANS IN TORONTO

Pushtun children

arid was 14 when
he arrived alone 23
years ago. He spoke no
English. Today, he is
a successful AfghanCanadian lawyer in
Toronto. He says, “The
first thing you must
remember is we are a
resilient people.”

Northern Pashtun
Afghans in Toronto like Farid number 1,400. It
has been a difficult road for them. They were raised
in a land where war and violence were prevalent,
and schooling was not even possible. They went
back and forth between various refugee camps
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. After a generation
of struggling, the Pashtun Afghan community
is now taking root economically in Toronto, but
acceptance and assimilation is still illusive. “No
matter how hard I try, I can't think, talk, or walk
like I grew up here,” says Farid.
Written, oral, and video Christian resources are
available in their Pashto language. Though Pashtun
society does not permit them to explore anything
but Sunni Islam, in Canada they can embrace other
spiritual answers without the law being on the side
of those who persecute them. Still Pashtuns in
Toronto remain 100 percent Sunni Muslim.
Pray that believers will reach out to Pashtuns in
Toronto. Pray that their hearts will be open, and that
Pashtun believers will begin to disciple others in His
ways.—KH
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20

T

he history of
Afghan Tajiks
goes back to the
fourth century. They
were forcibly converted to Islam during the
seventh century, and
today over 99 percent
remain Muslim; few would consider straying from
Islam. A small number of Tajiks fled to Toronto
in the 1970s. More immigrated to Toronto in the
1980s when the USSR invaded Afghanistan. Today,
they number about 1,000.
Afghan Tajiks are learning new job skills, English
and French, and running businesses. Ahmad, a
29-year-old former bank clerk, is a testament to the
need for adaptability. When fluent English-speaker
Ahmad arrived in Toronto two years ago, he could
not find any work matching his training, so he
worked as a porter in the market. He then learned
to repair shoes while on the job.
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AFGHAN TAJIKS IN TORONTO

deut 31:12, NIV

Assemble the people—
men, women and children,
and the foreigners residing
in your towns—so they
can listen and learn to fear
the Lord your God and
follow carefully all the
words of this law.
Pray that the Tajik speakers
in Canada will have the
chance to read, hear, and
respond to the word of the
Lord in Canada.

Tajiks had few opportunities to hear about Jesus in
Afghanistan, though they can hear of him in Canada.
Some are devout Muslims while others are nominal.
In the Tajiki language there is a Bible, the JESUS
Film, and various audio, visual, and oral resources.
Pray for the Lord to raise up believers in Canada who
will invest valuable time with Afghan Tajiks, teaching
them marketable skills, and exposing them to the one
who loves them more than they can imagine. Pray
for strong Afghan Tajik church plants in Toronto that
will develop mature disciples who will reach Tajiks in
Afghanistan and Tajikistan.—KH
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21

URDU SPEAKERS IN TORONTO

I

lev 24:22, NIV

You are to have the same
law for the foreigner and
the native-born. I am the
Lord your God.

Bay of
Bengal

Urdu people in Toronto were
concerned they would lose
Islamabad
their
culture, so they establish
AN
IST
PAK
their own community groups.
Karachi
They
have adjusted well, but
Hyderabad
Arabian
INDIA
not without effort. Their
Sea
children usually do well in
education, even though they experience a tension
between Canadian customs and their Islamic ways.
IRAN

Pray for Urdu speakers,
who are used to injustice
and merciless behavior,
to find justice and mercy
in Toronto. Pray for them
to understand that justice
and mercy come from God
the Father.

Arabian
Sea

f you can’t find a job, you
go where jobs are available.
That’s what educated Urdu
speakers did as early as 1960,
when some immigrated from
India and Pakistan to Toronto.

AFGHANISTAN

With an Urdu speaking population of 202,000,
Toronto has the highest number of Urdu speakers
in Canada. They also speak English among other
languages. Most are well educated. Many are in
professional work such as in medicine, and many
have their own businesses. Women work too.
Marriages tend to be arranged by parents.
Urdu speaking Canadians are almost 100 percent
Sunni Muslims. They have the opportunity to hear
the gospel in Canada, and Urdu Bible resources
abound. Who will share Christ with them?
Pray that God will give them dreams and visions
showing that Jesus Christ is the way to salvation. Pray
for believers to go to Urdu speakers in Toronto. Pray for
the Holy Spirit to raise up Bible believing fellowships
among them.—KH

70

DAY

MOROCCAN JEWS IN TORONTO

eph 3:7-8, NLT

(This story is intended to
illustrate truths about this
people group.)

Y

22

oussef, a Moroccan of
Jewish heritage, could
hardly hold back his joy as the
plane took off from Toronto,
Canada for Morocco. He
Rabat Fez
Casablanca
closed his eyes and thought
Marrakech
o
roccMts.
about what visiting the country
MoAtlas
of his heritage would mean.
W. SAHARA
ALGERIA
He would be part of a Jewish
pilgrimage, and visit the tombs
of famous Moroccan rabbis.
The rest of the time would be devoted to visiting
Moroccan Jewish people and praying for God to
give them a good life.
Atlantic Ocean

Jewish people in Morocco are Sephardic, meaning
their ancestors lived in Spain or Portugal before
being driven out in 1492. Some of these same
Jewish people live in Tunisia. In 1950 there were
300,000 Jews living in Morocco. This is a total
contrast to the 2,700 living there today. Though
Moroccan Jews feel accepted in Morocco today,
the decades that followed 1950 were rough.
Moroccan Jews began to emigrate to Israel, France,
Canada, and to South America. Most of them left
because of the increasing political pressures and
persecution from the dominant Islamic society.
Today the population of Moroccan Jews in Toronto
is flourishing, and they have maintained their
Sephardic identity and religious leadership.

By God’s grace and mighty
power, I have been given
the privilege of serving
Him by spreading this good
news. Though I am the
least deserving of all God’s
people, He graciously gave
me the privilege of telling
the Gentiles about the
endless treasures available
to them in Christ.
Pray that many from
Toronto’s Sephardic
community will, like the
Apostle Paul, take on the
privilege of spreading the
good news to those who
have not heard about the
treasures available to those
who submit to Jesus Christ.

Pray that believers in Toronto will develop friendships
with these Jewish people so they will know the saving
grace of Jesus.—PD
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23

As you read what I
have written, you will
understand my insight
into this plan regarding
Christ. God did not reveal
it to previous generations,
but now by His Spirit He
has revealed it to His holy
apostles and prophets.
And this is God’s plan: Both
Gentiles and Jews who
believe the good news
share equally in the riches
inherited by God’s children.
Both are part of the same
body, and both enjoy
the promise of blessings
because they belong to
Christ Jesus.
Pray that the Jewish peoples
in Toronto will joyfully
unite with all others under
the banner of Christ and
His Kingdom.
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eph 3:4-6, NLT

ENGLISH SPEAKING JEWS IN
TORONTO

S

peaking to a group
of Israeli visitors
to Toronto, Rabbi
Shmuel gave them some
background on the Jewish
people in Canada. “The
growth of the Jewish
population in Canada
followed the pattern of Canada’s development; it is a
shift from east to west. The closing of one of the oldest
synagogues in the summer of 2010, situated in Nova
Scotia, is symbolic of the loss of Jewish communities in
the east. Until the mid-20th century, Montreal was the
center of Canadian Jewish life; today that role is played by
Toronto. Of the 350,000 Jews living in Canada, about half
reside in Toronto, a quarter in Montreal, and the rest in
smaller communities.
This movement of population has affected the way
Jews express their identity. The Montreal community
was strongly characterized by holocaust survivors, the
use of Yiddish, and mostly Orthodox synagogues.
Toronto is more typically English speaking North
American with a lower percentage of holocaust survivors, lower use of Yiddish, and mostly Conservative
and Reform synagogues. Major Jewish institutions
faced difficulties in adjusting to this trend.”
The majority of Jewish people in Canada are
respected for their talents especially in the areas of
business, social welfare, academics, and medicine.
Many in Toronto are secular and seldom attend
temple except for their high Holidays.
Pray that stronger relationships with Christ followers will
open the doors to bring the Jews of Toronto and other parts
of Canada to Yeshua (Jesus)!—PD
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IN CANADA
(This story is intended to be an
example of what could happen.)

S

itting on the tarmac,
the airplane was the
Saudi
Arabia
Saudi student’s last chance
Indian
Ocean
to witness before the plane
touched down in his home
IRAQ
IRAN
country, where it was illegal
to talk about Jesus. As a
Medina
Riyadh
graduate in engineering, his
Mecca
SAUDI
career was about to begin. As
ARABIA
AN
OM
a new believer, his real work
YEMEN
began in Canada where he
met the Lord. He'd witnessed
to other Saudi students on campus and to Saudi
friends on social media.

DAY

24

1 cor 14:21, NIV
In the Law it is written:
“With other tongues
and through the lips of
foreigners I will speak to
this people, but even then
they will not listen to me,
says the Lord.”
Pray for those reached by
International Students in
Canada to become a witness
to Canadians, and to people
around the world who have
never heard the gospel.

This Saudi student is an example of the many
international students whom God has brought
to build His church. Canada hosts more than
300,000 international students, many from
countries where it is a crime to worship Jesus.
International Student Ministries Canada (ISMC)
is the only Canadian ministry focused solely on
empowering international students to become
devoted followers of Jesus who share their faith in
Canada and beyond. This is a network of partners
who collaborate with local churches across 34
cities to evangelize and disciple these students to
impact the world for Christ. As leaders, they can
speed the gospel’s advance in their own countries.
Pray that God expands the work He has started with
students to whom ISMC has ministered. Pray that
these students will be equipped to share the gospel
when they go home.—LR
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DAY

col 4:14, NLT

Luke, the beloved doctor,
sends his greetings, and so
does Demas.
Pray that many Saudis
who are being trained in
the medical profession in
Toronto will be used by
God to lovingly heal both
the body and souls of
their patients.

SAUDI ARABS IN TORONTO
iStockPhotos
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M

ohammed, a
confident
21-year-old student
from Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, was happy
with the ‘A’ he
received from a test he
took at York University in Toronto. He had received
a scholarship from his country that paid all his
expenses. His friend, Noura, a young Saudi student
receiving the same benefits asked him, “How do
you manage to do so well in English? I barely made
a ‘B.’” Mohammed replied, “My family insisted I
learn English. I was able to practice it on our family
trips to England. I wanted to study medicine here
in Canada so I knew I had to know English and
French. Allah has been good to bring us here, even
though it is so blasted cold.”

As many as 16,000 Saudi students, including 1,000
medical residents, are studying in Canada. This
reflects the long-standing relationship between
Canada and Saudi Arabia. Besides medicine, the
students are studying in the areas of business,
humanities, social sciences, and the arts. Recently
more emphasis has been placed on them to study
teaching, as good teachers are needed in Saudi,
especially in their women’s schools. Canadian
believers often reach out to these students and
invite them to their homes.
Pray that lasting relationships will develop so Saudi
students will come to know the truth and light of
Jesus that can change their lives and communities for
eternity.—PD
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DAY

26

A

re there
really Kuwaitis
in Toronto? If so, they
do not belong to the
Kuwaiti Expatriates in
Toronto organization.
Nor are Kuwaitis
listed under Wikipedia’s “Notable Individuals”
among Canada’s Arab population. But there is an
Arab Student Association of Canada, and most
Kuwaitis in Canada are students, especially in
medical school.
According to Statistics Canada, there were
some 2,000 Kuwaiti-origin Canadians, mostly
in Ontario and Quebec. Toronto is the capital
of Ontario with major universities, so we may
assume that Kuwaitis live there. In both provinces, their numbers are growing.
They are Sunni Muslim, and they are not known
for being open to new ideas, especially the idea of
following Christ. The fact that Kuwaitis have a
great deal of wealth makes them even less open to
accepting the free gift of salvation from the savior.
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KUWAITI ARABS IN TORONTO

ruth 2:11-12, NIV
Boaz replied, “I’ve been
told all about what you
have done for your motherin-law since the death of
your husband—how you
left your father and mother
and your homeland and
came to live with a people
you did not know before.
May the Lord repay you for
what you have done. May
you be richly rewarded by
the Lord, the God of Israel,
under whose wings you
have come to take refuge.”
Pray that the Kuwaiti
Arabs in Toronto will put
themselves under the wings
of the Lord, who gives
refuge to all who seek Him.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will make them open to
Christ and the gospel. Pray that InterVarsity’s Nurses
Christian Fellowship and university chapters will
reach out to Kuwaitis on campus. Pray that Canada’s
religious freedom will give them the chance to consider
Jesus’ claims on their lives. Pray for Kuwaiti Arabs
to begin their own Christ-centered fellowships
in Canada, and share Him when they return to
Kuwait.—TP
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DAY

Ruth 1:16, ESV

But Ruth said, “Do not
urge me to leave you or to
return from following you.
For where you go I will go.
And where you lodge, I will
lodge. Your people shall be
my people, and your God
my God.”
Pray that the Iraqis of
Toronto would find and
devote themselves to the
God of the Bible in their
new land.

IRAQI ARABS IN TORONTO
Global Gates
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I

magine the
possibilities
for would-be
missionaries!
You don’t have
to relocate,
Iraqi Arabs in Canada
and the
unreached people groups are more spiritually
open than they are overseas. Surveys have
shown that a Muslim is much more open
to the claims of Christ in his or her newly
adopted nation than he or she would be in
their Muslim land.

This is the situation for anyone reaching Arab
Iraqis in Toronto. Since 1979 when Saddam
Hussein became “president” of Iraq, many
Iraqis have f led their country to live in Canada.
Many of them have chosen to live in Toronto.
While some of these Iraqi immigrants have
been members of the ancient Chaldean and
Assyrian churches, the majority have been
Shi’ite or Sunni Muslims f leeing violence and
political instability in Iraq. These Iraqis are
highly educated, and they have a lot to offer
Canada. Unfortunately, a large percentage of
these Iraqi Muslims have been unable to find
jobs in their professions in Toronto, often
because of the language barrier.
Pray that the evangelical churches of Toronto
would develop ministries that reach out to Iraqi
Muslims. Pray that believers in Toronto will
befriend Iraqis and help in practical ways with
their unemployment issues and assimilation into
Canadian life. Pray for Iraqi-based fellowships
and discipleship groups that will transform Iraqi
communities.—DK

76

DAY

(This story
illustrates a
fictional character
and family.)

iStockPhotos

KURMANJI-SPEAKING KURDS
IN TORONTO

C

ano’s name
means “life.”
Kurdish men
His parents
named him that because they were given the
opportunity to start a new life in Canada. Cano is
Kurdish. His family fled the region of Kurdistan
(i.e., the lands where Kurds are in the majority)
due to persecution by the Iraqi government in the
1980s. Despite having lived in Canada for years,
Cano’s family still retains their traditional lifestyle
and diet. Being Muslims, they do not eat pork, but
the women often do not wear veils.
As a people group, Kurds have lived through the
Iran-Iraq War, the Gulf War, and the Syrian
Civil War. Many fortunate Kurds have been able
to immigrate to Canada, and now over 11,000 of
them live in that country. In their new land, the
Kurds must learn the language and try to enter the
job market.

28

Deut 30:19-20, NIV
This day I call the heavens
and the earth as witnesses
against you that I have set
before you life and death,
blessings and curses. Now
choose life, so that you and
your children may live and
that you may love the Lord
your God, listen to His voice,
and hold fast to Him. For
the Lord is your life, and He
will give you many years in
the land He swore to give
to your fathers, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.
Pray that the Kurds in
Toronto will choose life, as
defined by God, and turn
away from any ways that
lead to spiritual death.

Kurmanji-speaking Kurds are Sunni Muslims.
As far as we know there are no Kurds in Canada
who follow Christ. Since Canada allows religious
freedom, pray for friends and neighbors who will
proactively bring the gospel to these newcomers.
Ask God to show the Kurds that living in a peaceful
land is not enough. They need the savior who can
forgive them of their sins and give them abundant life.
Pray that the Kurds will come to know Jesus and be able
to spread the news of His saving grace to relatives in
Kurdistan.—CMW
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deut 27:19, NIV

“Cursed is anyone who
withholds justice from the
foreigner, the fatherless or
the widow.” Then all the
people shall say, “Amen!”
Pray that the Yazidis will
understand that those who
persecute them are putting
themselves under a curse,
and that they can find
blessings in the arms of the
Almighty Lord.

YAZIDIS IN TORONTO

A

Kurdish
man
waiting at
the arrivals
gate in
Toronto’s
airport is
trembling
with
A Kurdish Yazidi man
anticipation.
His name is Saadi and he is about to see
his family for the first time in two years. A
Yazidi, Saadi and his family f led northern
Iraq when ISIS descended upon the region,
killing and enslaving Yazidis. ISIS began
attacking the Yazidi people, a Kurdish religious minority, in 2014. Saadi and his family
managed to escape to Turkey. He continued
on to Toronto while his parents and siblings
remained in a refugee camp. In 2016, Canada
committed to resettling Yazidi survivors

Global Gates
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Saadi is overjoyed to be reunited with his
family, but he knows the road ahead of them
will be difficult. They will be starting over;
they are arriving with nothing. Nonetheless,
they are determined to overcome adversity and already have plans to open a
family business.

Pray that these people who have endured so
much will recognize their need for healing by
the only one with the power to do so. May they
see God ’s goodness. May they start over with
Him.—CMW
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(This fictional
account is
intended to help
explain the beliefs
of the Druze
people group.)
“..And only
those who were
A Druze teenaged girl
truly Druze
could attend the secret meetings,” the old man was
telling the boys. They were huddled around him in
the Toronto Druze Cultural Centre, entranced by
his story, oblivious to the noise of the community
dinner taking place around them. “They were
known as the Sessions of Wisdom,” the old man
said. “We have always been a people who value
wisdom. And we love to study. Some even believe
our name came from the Arabic word daresah –
which means ‘those who study’."

iStockPhotos

DRUZE ADHERENTS IN TORONTO

Ps 146:9, NIV

The Lord watches over the
foreigner and sustains the
fatherless and the widow,
but He frustrates the ways
of the wicked.
Pray that the Lord will
“watch over” the Druze
people in Toronto in such
a way that they will hear
of and respond to His
great glory.

The Druze have a very colorful and rich heritage,
starting in the Middle East and stretching to today.
Many are now living in other regions of the world,
such as Toronto. Those living outside the Middle
East, also increasingly being assimilated into
other cultures. Many young people are refusing to
practice their religion and are becoming secular.
Pray for the Druze of Toronto to encounter the gospel
in ways that will cut through the outward trappings of
religion and resonate in their hearts.—CL

79

DAY 31

31

TIGREAN ERITREANS IN TORONTO

gal 3:14, NLT

SUD
AN

Sea

Pray that as the Tigrean
Eritreans enjoy the blessings
of living in the safety of
Toronto, they will also enjoy
the spiritual safety of taking
Christ as their Lord.

“

Why are we here?” As the
father peered into the eyes
of his 10-year-old daughter,
he tried to decide how to
ERITREA
YEMEN
respond to her question.
The most accurate answer
Addis Ababa
was that they had f led
ETHIOPIA
persecution in their homeA
ALI
M
land, eventually gained
SO
passage to Canada. But he
was at a loss as to how he could convey this to
his daughter who had no memory of their life
in Eritrea. She was too young to understand
why people were sometimes forced to leave
their homeland.
Red

Through Christ Jesus, God
has blessed the Gentiles
with the same blessing
He promised to Abraham,
so that we who are
believers might receive the
promise of the Holy Spirit
through faith.

(This fictional account
is intended to help
explain the beliefs of the
Tigrean Eritreans).

He finally responded, “Because it is our home.
Toronto is a beautiful place filled with beautiful people. And we are grateful to be here.”
This seemed to satisfy her for the moment. But
he knew that one day, probably not too far in
the future, he would have to provide a better,
more detailed explanation of their relocation to
a new continent and a new nation.
The Tigrean Eritreans living in Canada have
escaped the violence, oppression, and poverty
facing them in Eritrea in hopes of starting new
lives in a peaceful land.

As Tigreans face new situations and new cultures
our prayer should be that they also encounter the
God who loves them and sent His only son to rescue
them and provide them with eternal life.—CL
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Editorial
Dear Praying Friends,
Every Global Prayer Digest (GPD) issue turns out a little
different than I originally expected. The leadership of
Ethne to Ethne (the prayer network GPD works with)
and I were thinking about using “violence among the
unreached people groups” as the main thrust of our
prayers for this month.
Two years ago, we prayed for Mindanao, the second
largest island in the Philippines, and we focused not only
on the unreached people groups, but also on the Muslim
and communist rebel groups that destroy lives. The day
we finished praying, the Philippines inaugurated a new
president who, at the time of this writing, has a policy
that, according to Human Rights Watch, allows the
police to kill on site anyone whom they claim is a drug
addict or dealer. The door is wide open for violent abuse
in the Philippines
On a different topic, this month we will be covering
unreached people groups all over the Philippines.
Between our prayers for Mindanao two years ago and
this month, we will be covering all the unreached groups
listed by the Joshua Project.
Pray on!
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Feature of the Month

Pray For
A Disciple-Making Movement in
Every People in the Philippines
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To Help You Pray Better

iStockPhotos

ARE THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS AT A
TURNING POINT?

— Keith Carey,
Editor-inchief, GPD

Filipinos may be the easiest people to get along with.
Most are even-tempered, friendly, and averse to conflict.
However, everyone has their limits. When does someone
“snap” and become adversarial or violent?

Unlike our issue from two years ago that featured the
Philippine’s southern island of Mindanao, this issue is about
unreached people groups in all the Philippine islands. Two
years ago we prayed for the conflicts raging throughout
the Philippines with communist insurgencies and Muslim
rebels fighting to make Mindanao a separate Islamic nation.
The day we finished praying for Mindanao, June 30, 2016,
the Philippines inaugurated a new president, Rodrigo
Duterte, former mayor of Davao City in Mindanao. He
was the first Filipino from Mindanao to become president.
Duterte considers drug users and drug dealers to be a menace
to his country, and they must be wiped out. The Philippines

TURNING POINT
now has a “shoot to kill” policy for drug offenders. Duterte hopes to kill tens
of thousands of drug offenders. They only need to wrap packing tape over the
heads and feet of those killed, and no one will be tried for murder.
Most likely, it will not just be drug users killed; such situations throw the
doors open for people to kill those they hate with impunity. At the time
of this writing (Oct. 2017) the body count of those killed is up to 7,000,
according to Human Rights Watch. That same human rights organization
claims that Dutertes’s war on drugs has extended to killing human rights
activists and journalists.
Duterte says he has a list of 1,000 police, local community leaders, and
politicians who are linked to the drug trade. Such actions make one think
of US senator Joe McCarthy’s accusations of people being communist
collaborators in the early 1950s.

His popularity rating is high, and Filipinos affectionately call him “Dirty
Harry,” the main character in a movie about a rogue San Francisco cop
who took matters into his own hands in a city that was soft on crime. The
general public feels threatened by drug dealers and users, and they expect a
much safer environment after the “criminals” are killed. However, the “drug
war” was suspended on Friday, Oct. 13. But from what the president said,
he will probably start it up again.
iStockPhotos

The Violence Will Probably Increase

What they don’t understand is that
violence begets more violence. There will be
retaliation and revenge killings in the years
to come. Even the Philippine government
has already bombed a mosque in retaliation
against Muslim militants in Mindanao that
destroyed a cathedral. If this is what the
government will do, how far will criminals take things?

One Muslim separatist group, the Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF) has made their peace with the Philippine government. But there
are at least three Muslim factions that want to fight on until they have their
independence.
Obviously the Muslims of Mindanao have been dealt with unfairly. At the
time of independence from the US in 1949, they expected their island to
be a separate nation. That never happened. Instead, in the coming decades,
Roman Catholics from this politically powerful island came to take land
continued on next page
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TURNING POINT
Nathan Allen, iStockPhotos

for their own purposes.
Muslims and Roman
Catholics in Mindanao
formed their own militias,
while government forces
battled Islamic separatists.
The more separatists they
kill, the more Muslims
see their cause as being
justified. That actually
helps Islamacists to recruit.

There is no way to stop
all the violence; there will
always be Islamacists who
are willing to kill and destroy for their cause. But what if the government
were willing to act more justly? Could they give Mindanao a degree of
independence without it becoming a haven for people who think like ISIS
terrorists? Ever since Spanish colonial days, there have been about 10-20
Filipino families who have held almost all the political power. This situation
intensified after independence, leaving people looking for other answers.
Communist insurgents have offered their answers along with a willingness to
use violence in order to achieve them. Though groups like the New People’s
Army (NPA) are not as active as they were 25 years ago, the Philippines still
has to deal with communist insurgents.

There are no definite solutions. Injustice, backed by violence, can easily lead to
even more violence and mayhem.
Let’s Pray!
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to show Filipino leaders how to bring justice and
peace to their nation.
• Pray for a revival that will cause Jesus to be glorified, and entire
communities to be transformed by the Holy Spirit.
• Pray that the Lord will be the comforter for the Filipinos as they face
tragedies and bloodshed.
• Pray for every people group on the Philippine Islands to be reached by the
love and mercy of the Lord.
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“We have the great privilege of being ambassadors to many who know little about our
Lord. This book will show us who our new neighbors are, and how to reach out to them
with love and grace in a way they will understand. I pray many churches and Christians
will respond to this special opportunity.”
– Larry Phillips, Executive Director/President, Global Grace

This book studies the diaspora from the
world in the Greater Los Angeles Metro Area
(GLAMA). Jerome Hannaman from Frontier
Ventures in Pasadena, California, created a
database of more than 300 people groups/
languages in GLAMA and is the driving force
for this publication.
The co-authors of this project, Gerry
Gutierrez, Don Overstreet, and Kallie-Jo Ho
provide an overview of the life, spirituality, location, and communities of the world living
among us. We pray that individual Christians and churches learn about and then reach out
to the mission field in our backyard.
The Church is responsible for representing Christ to these people, and the long-time
residents of Los Angeles have the privilege of reaching out to love, serve, and witness with
open hearts and arms.
ISBN: 978-1-5136-2552-2
192 Pages Paperback

List Price: $19.95

Available at the Frontier Ventures Bookstore
or at ethnola.com and amazon.com
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DAY

01

Gal 1:3, NLT

May God the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ give you
grace and peace.
Pray that those who hear
the gospel in the Philippines
will understand that grace
and peace are part of the
rewards for being part of
God’s family.

MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY,
FRANK LAUBACH

W

ould you describe
yourself as being more
right brained, or left brained?
At the risk of over-simplifying
things, the left brain handles
analytical matters, and the
right brain handles creative
and emotional matters. Today
we are going to read about
Frank Laubach, a missionary
to Mindanao who was able to use both sides of his
brain in an amazing way. From his left brain, he
developed ways to train people in learning how to
read. From the right brain, he was a Christian mystic
who did all he could to remain in the presence of
the Lord.
Frank Laubach was from Pennsylvania and he
attended Princeton, Union Theological Seminary,
and Columbia University where he earned his PhD
in 1915. Under the American Board of Foreign
Missions, Frank and his wife, Effa Emaline Seely,
went to serve in the Philippines. The couple planted
churches on Mindanao, but Laubach recognized that
two very important things were missing from his
ministry to the unreached Muslim Maranao people
he served. After 14 years of ministry, Laubach had
revelations about what to do about both of these
problems. Read about it tomorrow.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to speak to today’s workers in the
Philippines about whatever needs to be changed so that the
Kingdom of God may expand and Christ’s name may be
glorified among the lost.—KC
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LAUBACH BIOGRAPHY,
CONTINUED

DAY

L

1 Thes 5:16-18, NIV

aubach was concerned
with the poverty and
injustice faced by the
Maranaos. How would they
excel in the modern world
unless they could read? Jobs
are always limited for those
who are not literate.

So Laubach developed
Frank Laubach
the “Each One Teach
One” (I teach you, then you teach someone
else, and so on). This program allowed people
to learn the essentials of reading in a matter of
hours. The program multiplied literacy teachers,
since everyone was expected to teach others. The
results empowered the Maranao people. In the
coming years, Laubach wrote 40 books and toured
other parts of the world promoting this means of
extending literacy to the masses.

02

Rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks
in all circumstances; for
this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.
Pray that workers today
will have the joy of the
Lord, and pray without
ceasing. Pray that their
countenance will reflect
the character of the Lord
and draw others to Him.

Secondly, he taught a key spiritual insight.
Laubach yearned to exist in the presence of
God, so he developed “the Game with Minutes,”
which challenged all believers to keep God in
mind for at least one second of every minute. By
doing this, Laubach maintained an attitude of
praying without ceasing, which transformed his
spiritual character. This made a huge difference
with the Muslims he went to; they became much
more open to a gospel message which focuses
on a relationship with a loving God. What a
revolutionary concept for Muslims!

Pray for missionaries today to extend God’s kingdom
through doing good to those who might otherwise
dismiss the gospel as foreign.—KC
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DAY

03

num 23:19, NET

God is not a man, that He
should lie, nor a human
being, that He should
change His mind. Has He
said, and will He not do it?
Or has He spoken, and will
He not make it happen?
Pray that the Agta people,
who are facing such
devastating changes, will
cling to the holy God who
never changes.

AGTA PEOPLE OF LUZON ISLAND

T

he old Agta woman
showed her granddaughter
how to pull back the bow.
Everyone knew that women
had better success with hunting
than men, but everyone
also observed that the longpreserved Agta way of life was
fading, and this girl could be
the last generation of Agta people to hunt.
The Agta or Aeta are an impoverished people
who traditionally live in the isolated mountains of
Luzon Island. One of the oldest tribes, their way
of life had remained unchanged for thousands
of years until recently. They are still nomadic,
although many are forced into urban resettlement
areas. Some still build temporary shelters made
of sticks driven into the mountainous ground
covered with the palm or banana leaves. The
more modernized, settled Agtas live in villages
and open spaces. These dark-skinned “Negritos”
(or goblins as they are derogatorily referred
to) are mostly unskilled laborers who work for
or trade with lowland farmers. The change in
Agta lifestyle has mirrored the decline in their
population, now less than a thousand. Meanwhile
the government offers them little protection.
The Agta are monotheistic, and many are even
Evangelical due to early missionary efforts. Most
are animistic, meaning they believe in the spirits
of mountains and other earth elements.
Pray that the Agta believers will teach the gospel and
demonstrate the power of Jesus.—LR

90

DAY

04

T

hey probably
won’t survive the
21st century, though
they were among the
first people to inhabit
Luzon Island in the
Philippines. This is the
Faire Atta people, also
known as the Southern Atta. This tribe is described
as “negritos,” meaning that they have dark skin and
kinky hair like Africans, though their home is in
Southeast Asia. They are semi-nomadic, and their
land is very good for farming. They use it to grow
rice, corn, yams, and tobacco, and their homes are
usually made of bamboo and grass.
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FAIRE ATTA PEOPLE

song 1:5-6a, net
I am dark but lovely, O
maidens of Jerusalem, dark
like the tents of Qedar,
lovely like the tent curtains
of Salmah. Do not stare at
me because I am dark, for
the sun has burned my skin.
Pray that the Faire Atta
and their neighbors will
understand the love God has
for all people, even those the
world despises.

This tribe has always been skilled with a bow and
arrow, which made it difficult for outsiders to
enslave them. Outsiders had better weapons, so
eventually they did succeed in enslaving some of
these people. Today, the Faire Atta are still threatened, this time by logging and mining interests who
want the Faire Atta to move off valuable land.
Each generation becomes smaller because some
must move into a world that they are not prepared
to face. They have gods to call upon—both good
and bad spirits that they believe inhabit the trees
and other natural objects around them. But none of
these gods can help the Faire Atta people.
Pray for the Filipino church to send believers, not just
to tell them about Jesus, but to help them adjust to rapid
changes that threaten to engulf them.—KC
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DAY

gen 3:14, NET

The Lord God said to the
serpent, “Because you have
done this, cursed are you
above all the wild beasts
and all the living creatures
of the field! On your belly
you will crawl and dust
you will eat all the days of
your life.”
Pray that the Mamanwa
people will understand the
spiritual war they are in,
and that they need to follow
the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world.

MAMANWA PEOPLE
iStockPhotos
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T

he Mamanwas, one of
the oldest people groups
in the Philippines, consider
snake meat a delicacy. Their
skilled hunters are capable
Reticulated Python
of killing the world's longest
snake, the reticulated python. After a successful
hunt, the sound of traditional gongs heralds a feast
and an evening of celebration connecting several
villages. Though only two percent of the Mamanwa
are Christian, the biblical allegory in this tradition
is evident. God promises to crush the head of the
serpent, representing Satan.
Mamanwa culture honors the unknowable. The
Mamanwa worship a collection of spirits under
the authority of an all-powerful deity known as
Magbabaya. They also deify natural wonders such as
the mountains and the moon.
They lead mobile lives, surviving by hunting and
gathering in small communities composed of as
few as three families. Traditionally, the death of a
member of their community is sufficient to cause the
Mamanwas to uproot their homes and move, leaving
behind memories of death. Their nomadic lifestyle
challenges the traditional model of church planting,
requiring creative ways to reach people who regularly
move from one place to another.
Pray for the Lord to crush the head of false gods and for
the Kingdom of God to come to the Mamanwas. Pray for
an effective church planting movement to arise within
their nomadic communities.—EC
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DAY

06

(These events are
hypothetical.)

T

iStockPhotos

ARABS IN THE PHILIPPINES
elephoning from his
apartment in Manila,
Hakim had good news
for his Saudi cousin.
“Praise Allah, Fadil! The Flowers are beautiful in the tropics!
company has requested that you come right away to
Manila for your final interview. I’m almost sure you
have the new shipping office management job.”
Hakim had come to Manila from Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, to work for the shipping company almost
a year before. He was happy to think that a family
member might be joining him in the Philippines.
He continued, “You will have to join our Saudis
Expat group. There is something going on all the
time. I went on a trip with them for the Season
of Blooming Festival. It was unbelievable! I never
knew that there could be so many spectacular
flowers as there are in the Philippines. Also, there
are fantastic Saudi restaurants, and the Golden
Mosque right here in Manila has Qur’anic studies
almost every day.”

2 chron 24:20, NET
God’s Spirit energized
Zechariah son of Jehoiada
the priest. He stood up
before the people and
said to them, “This is what
God says: ‘Why are you
violating the commands of
the Lord? You will not be
prosperous! Because you
have rejected the Lord, He
has rejected you!’”
Pray that the Arabs of
the Philippines who have
prospered economically will
seek and find the spiritual
prosperity that only Jesus
Christ can offer.

There are over 31,000 Arab people from various parts
of the Middle East, North Africa, and the Arabian
Peninsula living in the Philippines. The majority of
them are working in jobs related to shipping, trading,
the food industry, and small businesses. Most of them
are Muslim, although a few have come to the Lord.
Pray that committed followers of Christ will be prepared
to reach out to these Arab Muslims so they will know the
true God and the saving grace of Jesus.—PD
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DAY

07

The one who works his field
will have plenty of food, but
whoever chases daydreams
lacks wisdom.
Pray that the Sindhis, who
have made their fortune
through hard work, will
understand that to find
spiritual fulfilment they
cannot depend on their
work, but only on the grace
of Jesus Christ.
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prov 12:11, NET

SINDHIS IN THE PHILIPPINES

S

heila, a Sindhi, was
letting her father,
Vishali, know how
she had improved the
family’s optical business in Manila. “I’ve
computerized the entire
A Sindhi woman
office system, so it’s
faster and more efficient. This month we have had
the highest sales ever recorded, and it looks like
we will need to hire more people. I heard from
Akshy (brother), and he has decided to join the
firm.” Vishali was pleased. He said, “That’s great!
I will have much to share with other members
at the FICCI (Federation of Indian Chamber of
Commerce, Inc.) meeting as I introduce you as the
third generation of our family to join. We have
come a long way since your grandfather arrived
here in Manila in 1930 with only enough money to
buy a little rice.”
The majority of the estimated 29,000 Sindhi
people living in the Philippines are Hindu. They
have a strong aptitude for trading, business, and
professional jobs such as medicine, law, and movie
production. They have become a wealthy community in Manila. Sindhi families often send their
children to private Philippine Catholic schools,
as they feel these schools will provide a higher
standard of education.
Pray that God will open the hearts of the Sindhis to
His grace, love, and salvation through His servants.
Pray that soon there will be a disciple-making movement among Sindhis in the Philippines.—PD
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DAY

TAGALAG SPEAKING JEWS
LEBANON

(These events are
hypothetical.)

“

SYRIA

ISRAEL
Tel Aviv
Jerusalem

Shalom. Aviel, did
Danilo accept our
JORDAN
price for the tuna?”
The Israeli businessman
EGYPT
was checking with his
Jewish partner in Manila
regarding a deal they were making for frozen tuna
with a local Philippine trader. Aviel stated, “He
accepted our offer, and the timing was perfect! I just
heard the market between Israel and the Philippines
is going crazy; already it’s up over 20 percent.”
Makati City is a section of Metro Manila (ie, greater
Manila) where the majority of the estimated 100
Tagalog speaking Jews reside. (Tagalag is the most
common language in the Philippines.) It is the
location of the Beth Yaacov Synagogue and a Jewish
kosher market. Most of these families can trace
their heritage back to WWII when their ancestors
escaped the holocaust in Germany by migrating to
the Philippines. Increased trading with Israel has
improved the lives of these Jewish people. Most
Jewish people living in the Philippines are secular,
though Judaism is an important part of their identity.

08

ex 12:26-27, NET
When your children ask you,
‘What does this ceremony
mean to you?’—then you
will say, ‘It is the sacrifice
of the Lord’s Passover,
when he passed over the
houses of the Israelites
in Egypt, when he struck
Egypt and delivered
our households. …’
Pray that the Jewish people
in the Philippines will be
grateful to the Lord who
delivered them from Egypt,
and also delivered them in
the 20th century. Pray that
their gratitude will lead
to love for the Lord, and a
willingness to obey Him.

Pray that God will send His children to befriend these
Jewish people and that they will be willing to carry out
His instructions as given in Proverbs 16:3, “Commit
to the Lord whatever you do, and He will establish
your plans.” Pray that when God’s word is clearly
given to these Jewish people they will know Jesus as
their messiah. Pray that soon they will disciple others in
His ways.—PD
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DAY

matt 5:6, net

Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they
will be satisfied.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to
give Japanese people in
the Philippines a hunger
for righteousness and
spiritual fulfilment.

JAPANESE IN THE PHILIPPINES
iStockPhotos
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(These events are
hypothetical)

T

adao, a young
Japanese man living
in the Philippines, was
shocked by the newspaper headline. A Filipino
man had shot two Japanese tourists in Manila and
chopped up their bodies. His dad saw him reading
the paper at the kitchen table. Tadao spoke. “Dad,
why do Filipinos hate the Japanese so much?”
There is a long history behind such feelings for the
Japanese. During the century of 1100 AD, Japanese
traders sailed to Luzon Island to buy glass jars. In
the 1600s, Japanese Catholic converts fled to the
Philippines to escape persecution. After the United
States took the Philippines from Spain in 1898,
many Japanese settled in that land, most of them
in Davao City in Mindanao. During World War
II many Japanese expatriates aided their countrymen in the invasion of the Philippines. After the
Philippines had been liberated from Japanese rule,
ten thousand Japanese were massacred. Many
others fled or were deported.
More Japanese settled in the Philippines after independence in 1946. Many of these new immigrants
worked for Japanese corporations. Today there are
4,300 Japanese living in the Philippines. Most are
Buddhists and Shintoists.
Ask God to lead a mission agency to target the Japanese
in the Philippines for outreach. Ask God to break
the hold Buddhism and materialism have on this
people group.—WK
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TADYAWAN PEOPLE ON
MINDORO ISLAND
(These events are hypothetical.)

K

im from South Korea
saw the bamboo huts
on the island of Mindoro.
There were verdant rice
fields nearby. He had finally
reached a village of the
Tadyawan people. Later that
day he talked with the village
elders. He told them in their
language, “Jesus’ words are like rice seeds being
sown by a farmer. Only those that fall in the rice
paddy will bear fruit, not those that fall on the
trail. The others will be wasted or eaten by birds."
The headman tilted his head in puzzlement and
asked, "What does this mean?" Kim replied, "I'm
hoping some of you are ready to seriously consider
the words I have for you. The words of Jesus can
provide all of you an abundant, fruitful life.”

DAY

10

matt 13:31-32, net
Here is another illustration
Jesus used: “The kingdom
of heaven is like a mustard
seed planted in a field. It
is the smallest of all seeds,
but it becomes the largest
of garden plants; it grows
into a tree, and birds
come and make nests in
its branches.”
Pray for faith in Christ to
grow in a huge way among
the Tadyawan people.

The Tadyawan people live in the Philippines on
the island of Mindoro. This people group grows
rice, sweet potatoes, taro root, and bananas. They
worship nature spirits. Only two percent of this
group is Christian.
Ask God to send faithful workers to disciple the
Tadyawan people in the ways of Jesus Christ. Pray
that a mission agency will begin translating the
Bible into the language of this people group. Pray
also that the few Tadyawan followers of Jesus Christ
would grow in faith and begin sharing the message of
salvation with their countrymen.—WK

97

DAY

11

Kiss me and kiss me again,
for your love is sweeter
than wine.
Pray that the Hanunao
people will seek and find the
intimacy God wants to have
with them as a people.
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song 1:1, net

HANUNAO PEOPLE ON
MINDORO ISLAND
(These events are
hypothetical.)
At the Hanunao
village in Mindoro
young men sang
songs of love. The
young women
who heard them
responded in song, some accepting the romantic
overtures and others rejecting them. Dan, a
missionary from America, saw this and knew how
to reach out to this people group. Later that day he
met with the village elders. He told them, “Jesus
is like a man looking for a wife. He calls out to all
people everywhere with songs of love." These were
words the Hanunao people understood. There were
many who accepted Jesus as Lord in the months
that followed.
Mindoro, an island just south of Luzon, is the
home of the Hanunao people. They have a written
language. They grow corn, rice, sugar cane, and
beans. Music is highly valued by the Hanunao
people, who worship nature spirits. Modern education and medicine are almost unknown among them.
Ask God to send Christian teachers and doctors to
reach out to this people group with the message of
salvation. May the Hanunao come to see Jesus Christ
as being better than the nature spirits they currently
worship. Pray that soon the Hanunao people will
take the gospel to others who will share it until all of
them have the chance to know what Jesus has to offer
their communities.—WK
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BATUTAUT PEOPLE OF
PALAWAN ISLAND
When is a cave man not a
cave man? During the dry
season, of course, when the
Batutaut people live outside
their usual caves in wooden
open-air housing and
tend their crops of sweet
potatoes, sugar cane, beans,
squash, and pineapple. They
supplement these crops
with jungle game shot with
blowguns or shotguns and by trading forest products
or baskets for fish and salt.

DAY

12

matt 3:3b, niv

A voice of one calling in
the wilderness, “Prepare
the way for the Lord,
make straight paths
for Him.”
Pray for many from the
Batutau't people to make a
place in their hearts for the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Unknown to outsiders until about 20 years ago,
this Malay-language-based unreached people
group of about 400 people in 100 families lives in a
remote corner of Palawan, an island to the west of
most of the other Philippine islands. This animistic
people, best known for their harvest festival, needs
someone to help them adjust to the encroachment
of modern Philippine society onto their lands. They
need an advocate!
Although the Joshua Project says that they are five
percent Christian, such numbers are uncertain,
especially since that number includes people who are
“Christian” in name only. Nothing in other literature
indicates anything but animism as their religion.
Pray that God would send someone to help them adjust
to the outside world. Pray that the church and believers
would be their advocates. Pray that belief in spirits will
be replaced by faith in Jesus Christ who is greater than
the spirits they worship. Ask God to send them a cultural
broker and gospel advocate.—TP
99

DAY

matt 3:11, net

I baptize you with water,
for repentance, but the one
coming after me is more
powerful than I am—I
am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Pray that the Brooke’s Point
Palawan people will see that
Jesus Christ is far greater than
they have ever known.

BROOKE'S POINT PALAWAN
iStockPhotos
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T

oday's people
group, the highland
Brooke’s Point Palawan,
live in the remote region
of Mt. Maruyog on
Palawan Island. Due
A view from Palawan Is.
to their isolation, they
have managed to retain much of their ancestral
way of life. By contrast, the lowlanders have been
influenced by outsiders, including missionaries.
The Brooke's Point Palawan would likely enjoy
reading about Sampson in the Book of Judges
because riddles play a role in their courtship
as was the case with Sampson. Furthermore,
Brooke's Point elders are called “judges.”
Most of these people engage in dry agriculture,
raising rice, roots, beans, and vegetables to
complement game. Others trade for a living. Some
educated lowlanders work for the government.
Most are animists. Others are Roman Catholic,
and about 25 percent are Muslim. Christianity
has taught the people to value education. Not
surprisingly, there are two dialects among the
Palawans, one for highlanders and one for the
lowlanders. Approximately 10 percent of the
people can read their own language, while another
10 percent can also read Tagalog, the main
language of the Philippines.
Pray for unity between lowland and highland Brooke's
Point Palawan and for increased literacy. Pray for
the believers among them to be good ambassadors for
Christ. Pray for an evangelistic outreach among this
group and for church growth that will result in a
Disciple-Making movement.— TP

100

DAY

CENTRAL TAGBANWA PEOPLE

I

iStockPhotos

f yesterday's
people were
divided into
highlanders
and lowlanders,
today's people
are divided into
east, west, and
central regions.
However, unlike
Huts on Palawan Is.
the unreached
people groups we prayed for over the past two days,
this group's native language is rapidly disappearing.
Newcomers have been arriving since World War
II, and the Tagbanwa have adopted the newcomers'
language. Since the 1990s, out of an approximately
3,900 Tagbanwa people, fewer than 1,000, still speak
the indigenous language. To complicate matters
further, the Tagbanwa peoples speak three mutually
unintelligible languages. They engage in agriculture,
growing rice, sweet potatoes, and collecting honey.
To raise money, they sell forest products and honey
to outsiders.
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matt 3:16, net

After Jesus was baptized,
just as he was coming
up out of the water, the
heavens opened and
He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and
coming on Him. And a voice
from heaven said, “This is
my one dear Son; in him I
take great delight.”
Pray that the Central
Tagbanwa people will soon
take delight in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and live lives of
humble obedience to Him.

Their religion is complicated. The Central Tagbanwa
worship four main gods, each with its own individual
rituals. They believe the deceased and the living may
communicate with each other. Some are culturally
Roman Catholic.
Pray that the few Central Tagbanwa believers will
evangelize their people. Pray for the spread of gospel
materials. Pray for revival in the Catholic population in
the Philippines so that “conversions of convenience” will
become a living faith in the living Lord Jesus.—TP

101

DAY

15

Jesus went throughout all
of Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all kinds
of disease and sickness
among the people.
Pray that the Molbog people
will hear of the words and
deeds of Jesus Christ, and
joyfully become part of His
holy family.
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matt 4:23, net

MOLBOG PEOPLE

I

f you live on a small
island, you are probably very accustomed
to catching and eating
fish. But according to
the August 23, 2017
Manila Bulletin, the
Molbog people on Palawan Island have reported
seeing another type of animal quite frequently,
something much larger than fish—crocodiles!
Dionisio Lantawan, a teacher on the island, relates
that crocodile sightings are very common. Molbog
school children are afraid, but adult locals have
accepted it as part of their daily lives. Teacher
Lantawan even got close enough to a sleeping
crocodile to take a selfie with it! A spokesperson for
the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development
explained that the saltwater crocodiles cannot
stay long underwater if their habitats are flooded
during high tide. He cautioned residents against
hunting down the protected wildlife. The saltwater
crocodile is the largest of all living reptiles. In the
book of Job, God reminds Job that He created
Behemoth and Leviathan. He also created the
saltwater crocodile!
The Molbog people are 100 percent Muslim, and
the community is not welcoming to outsiders who
bring "religion."
Please pray for hearts to be softened towards the
gospel. The New Testament is available in the Molbog
language; ask God to put it in the hands of students.
Pray for the children to take their fears to God.—CMW

102

DAY

(This story is a fictional
account to depict the
beliefs and practices of
this people group.)
The Southern Sama
boy always dreaded
this time of year. His
parents routinely made him clean his grandfather’s grave, but tomorrow was Shaaban and there
was the possibility that Grandfather’s spirit would
even pay them a visit. The boy wasn’t sure what
to think about that. He did not remember his
grandfather who had died many years ago, so he
felt no connection to the person in the grave. In
any case, his family would gather by the grave
to offer special prayers to Grandfather, even
though they are Sunni Muslims. In recent years
there have been troublesome Muslim extremists
on their island, but for now, they had no time to
worry about that threat.
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SOUTHERN SAMA PEOPLE
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matt 28:5-6, net
But the angel said to
the women, “Do not be
afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here, for
He has been raised, just as
He said. Come and see the
place where He was lying.
Pray that soon the Southern
Sama people will hear of
Christ’s resurrection victory,
and make it as their own
victory over sin and death.

The Southern Sama people live on the Tawi-Tawi
islands in the Philippines, just to the southwest of
Mindanao. They are fishermen. Since the 1970s
much political unrest has disturbed their region.
Muslim extremists have robbed the villagers of
their once-peaceful existence.
Pray that the Southern Sama people will hear the
gospel and that they will pray to the living Lord Jesus
and not to their dead ancestors. The Southern Sama
think that their ancestors leave their graves once a
year, but Jesus really did leave His grave and He rose
victorious and will hear their prayers if they will only
call out to Him!—CMW
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DAY

jn 10:10b, tpt

My desire is to give you
everything in abundance,
more than you expect—
life in its fullness until
you overflow!
Pray for the Sangil people
to be transformed through
the abundant life that only
Jesus gives.

SANGIL PEOPLE
iStockPhotos
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M

any ethnic
minorities live
in Mindanao, the
southern part of the
mainly Catholic
Philippines. Several
of these ethnic groups
are Muslim, including the Sangil. The Sangil came
from Indonesia; they now number over 10,300 people,
mainly on Balut Island, just south of Mindanao.
The Sangil depend on fishing as well as farming.
Their crops include sweet potatoes, corn, rice,
bananas, and coconut. The people also build boats.
Several influences have impacted the Sangil people.
Though strongly affected by Islam, they have
retained much of their traditional ancestor-based
religion, with Sangil ritual specialists acting as
intermediaries with the supernatural. In addition,
cultural change among the Sangil has taken place
along with other coastal people groups.
Christianity has also made inroads into the Sangil.
The International Missions Board of the Southern
Baptists (IMB) indicates that the Sangil are now
a reached people. However, with only two percent
of the Sangils considered to be “Christian,” much
remains to be done to evangelize and disciple this
people group. Bible portions, the JESUS Film, and
recordings are all available in the Sangil language.

Ask God to stir Filipino churches to pray for and go to the
Sangil people. Ask that Sangil people would engage with
Christian resources in their own language.—CR

104

DAY

YAKAN PEOPLE OF BASILAN ISLAND

T

he statistics on the Yakan
people are alarming:
0.00 percent Christian, 100
percent Muslim. They are
obviously considered an
unreached people group and
are in urgent need of strategic
mission efforts.
However, the more you
learn about them, the more difficult the job of
evangelism among them seems. They live on
Basilan Island in the Philippine archipelago,
and they do not reside in an easily accessible
city or even a town. The Yakans are scattered
through the interior of the island, living in small
settlements that identify with various mosques.
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matt 10:27, NIV
With man this is impossible,
but not with God; all things
are possible with God.
Pray for the Lord to do the
impossible and produce
obedient disciples among
the Yakan people.

Reaching the Yakans will require traveling far,
learning their language, somehow being accepted
into their little communities, and then presenting
the good news of Christ to countless small villages
and families. It seems like an impossible task,
which is why the Yakans need our prayers.
Please pray for the Lord to prepare and send out
workers who will make the Yakan people their focus.
Ask Him to begin softening their hearts. Pray for a
translation organization to complete the Bible in their
language. Pray for the Yakan people to hear about
Christ through the JESUS Film, online resources, and
through radio ministries. Pray for many to put their
trust in Christ and begin discipling their people. Pray
for a strong, vibrant church to be established that will
transform Yakan communities.—CL
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DAY

ps 4:2, niv

How long will you people
turn my glory into shame?
How long will you love
delusions and seek
false gods?
Pray for the Pangutaran
Sama people to seek and
find truth and spiritual
liberty in Christ.
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PANGUTARAN SAMA PEOPLE
(This fictional
account is intended to
explain the beliefs of
this people group.)

“Why do we have to
do this?” the young
man complained. “We
do this to show honor and respect,” his mother
replied, yanking weeds from the lawn by the grave.
“Grandmother doesn’t care.” He barely finished this
sentence before his mother reached to grasp his
wrist. “Do not speak ill of your grandmother!” He
mumbled, “She’s dead. She won’t care if there are
weeds by her grave.”
Exasperated, the mother responded, “Our prayers
and our deeds are seen. Your grandmother is
here!” She paused to point at the grave stone. “And
during the month of Shaaban...” “Yes, yes, I know.
You’ve told me a hundred times: her spirit returns
and watches over us in the month of Shaaban.”
The mother looked into her son’s eyes. “This is
important to me. It is important for our family. It
should be important to you.” With a heavy sigh, the
boy returned to pulling weeds.
Although the Pangutaran Sama are officially
followers of Islam, many continue to worship
and appease spirits of their dead ancestors. They
live in fear that they will offend them and incur
their wrath resulting in bad luck, sickness, and
failed crops.
Pray for the Pangutarn Sama to be set free from the
bondage of all false religions. Ask God to speak to their
hearts and draw them into His kingdom.—CL

106

DAY
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T

he Tuboy Subanens
have long been
exploited and victimized
by their neighbors, binding them to a pattern of
servitude and poverty.
Their physical needs are
great, but their spiritual
needs are even greater. Most of them have never
heard a clear presentation of the gospel. They
live on the island of Mindanao, in scattered
farm settlements.

All of the Tuboy Subanens are farmers who
practice “slash and burn” agriculture. They raise
various types of livestock, including pigs, chickens, cattle, and water buffalo. Their homes are
rectangular, raised on stilts, with thatched roofs,
situated on hillsides or ridges that overlook family
fields. Every three or four years Subanens move to
a new location to clear more forest for fields.
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TUBOY SUBANEN PEOPLE

matt 5:44-45, net
But I say, love your
enemies! Pray for those
who persecute you! In that
way, you will be acting as
true children of your Father
in heaven. For He gives
His sunlight to both the
evil and the good, and He
sends rain on the just and
the unjust alike.
Pray for these exploited
people to become such
disciples of Christ that they
will obey this command in
such a way that the world
will take notice.

The JESUS Film is in their Subanen language.
Ninety-eight percent of them cling to their
ancient religion with its many gods. They believe
that man shares the universe with gods, spirits,
demons, and ghosts, and that they have the ability
to harm humans and humans have the power to
harm them.

Pray that missionaries will go to their area to live and
work among them. Pray that God will reveal Himself
to the Tuboy Subanens. Pray that the gospel will be
presented to them so they will understand and believe
it. Pray that an indigenous Tuboy Subanen church
will be planted and flourish.—KH
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DAY
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gal 1:11-12, net
Dear brothers and sisters,
I want you to understand
that the gospel message I
preach is not based on mere
human reasoning. I received
my message from no human
source, and no one taught
me. Instead, I received it
by direct revelation from
Jesus Christ.
Pray for the Northern Sama
people to understand that
the gospel comes straight
from God, and is not based
on human reasoning.

NORTHERN SAMA OF MINDANAO

T

he Northern Sama
are 95 percent Sunni
Muslim. However, they
still retain their traditional
ethnic religious beliefs. They
believe that the spirits of the
dead remain in the vicinity
of their graves, requiring
expressions of continued
concern from the living.
Some graves have reportedly become the sources
of miracle working power.
The Northern Sama occupy a number of islands in
the Sulu Archipelago and on the Mindanao coast
in the Philippines. Sama are a highly fragmented
people without political unity.
They are a maritime people and fishing is their
major occupation. They also engage in farming
copra (dried coconut meat yielding coconut oil).
They are known for their traditional dances, songs,
percussion and xylophone music, dyed mats, and
wood carvings.
Their settlements consist of densely clustered houses
situated along well-protected stretches of shoreline.
Regardless of where they live, the Northern Sama
people all attend the same mosque.
Ask the Lord to call people willing to go to Mindanao
and share Christ with the Northern Sama. Ask the
Holy Spirit to grant wisdom and favor to mission
agencies focusing on the Northern Sama. Ask God to
raise up prayer teams who will faithfully break up the
soil through intercession. Pray that strong local churches
will be raised up among the Northern Sama.—KH
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DAY

22

G

raceful dancers
floated to the
rhythmic music of
gongs, chimes, and
stringed instruments.
Bright, vibrant colors
mingled like a myriad
of butterflies. It was
time to celebrate the harvest and thank the spirits.
Kalagan people were introduced to Islam when
Muslim missionaries arrived in the area during the
1500s. Though 97 percent are Islamic, they continue to believe in a variety of spirits. Their language,
Kalagan, resembles a number of other languages
in the region. Kalagan people are self-sufficient
farmers, producing nearly all of their own food.
Men do the plowing, tilling, and other heavy farm
work. The women do most of the domestic activities, assisted by older children. They have a strong
preference for marriage between related families,
especially to second cousins. After the wedding,
couples usually live in the husband’s community,
although today young couples may form their own
independent households.
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KALAGAN PEOPLE

gal 1:15, net

But even before I was
born, God chose me and
called me by His marvelous
grace. Then it pleased Him
to reveal His Son to me so
that I would proclaim the
good news about Jesus to
the Gentiles.
Pray that God will raise up
dedicated believers among
the Kalagan people who
will preach and disciple
their people in the ways of
Jesus Christ.

Portions of the Bible, Global Recordings Network
(GRN) audio, and the JESUS Film are available in
the Kalagan language. However, these people, dear
to Almighty God, remain unreached.
Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers to minister
among the Kalagan. Pray that Christian radio broadcasts will become easily available to them. Ask the Lord
to bring forth a triumphant Kalagan church.—KH
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rom 5:1, net

Therefore, since we have
been declared righteous
by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ…
Pray that many Muslims
in the Philippines will soon
understand that it’s faith
in Christ not works that
saves them.

IRANUN PEOPLE OF MINDANAO
iStockPhotos
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I

ranun means “pirates.”
They earned their
dubious name and
reputation by being
“defenders” of present
day Illana Bay, and by
US colonial writers who
called them “Moros, Mohamedans, marauders,
pirates, raiders, slave traders, and lords of the
eastern seas.” Iranun is an ethno-linguistic tribe
on Mindanao Island.
Today, most Iranun people are engaged in fishing,
while others raise food crops near Muslim and
non-Muslim neighbors. Their lives are governed
by traditional and customary laws.

Iranuns are 97 percent Sunni Islam, observing Islamic ways in a relaxed manner. Many
animistic rituals rule their already difficult lives.
There are many barriers to their understanding
the provision made by the creator God for their
sins. Iranun people have steadfastly resisted
every effort to introduce the gospel to them.
Their attitude toward Christianity is marked by
indifference. There are no Scripture resources in
the Iranun language.
Pray for Filipino believers to see the need to love, reach
out to, and evangelize the Iranun people. Pray that
God will provide opportunities for the gospel to be
shared with this people. Pray for the Holy Spirit to
open the hearts of Iranuns and turn them to the gospel
truth. Pray for one more missionary team to live
among and minister to the Iranun.—KH
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D

o you like
festivals with
drum music? Many
people enjoy such a
setting, including
the 5,700 Karaga
Mandaya people of
Mindanao Island. They beat a large drum made
with deer hide in an attempt to summon the
spirits. These spirits are not there to help members
of this tribe without a heavy spiritual price.
They also have a post-harvest festival to celebrate
the crops gathered from their cooperative farms.
They believe this festival will lead to a good
harvest the next year. Unfortunately, they are
thanking spirit beings that are in rebellion to the
one true God who actually does bless them with
their harvest!
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KARAGA MANDAYA PEOPLE
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gal 2:20, net

My old self has been
crucified with Christ. It is
no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me. So I live
in this earthly body by
trusting in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave
Himself for me.
Pray that many members of
the Karaga Mandaya tribe
will soon understand how
central Jesus Christ is for
all peoples.

Most Karaga Mandaya people live as cultivators
and as expert fishermen. Some have survived as
traders, bartering goods like their famous metal
work and jewelry. Recently they have become part
of a cash economy.
The Karaga Mandaya are neither overwhelmingly
Christian nor Muslim. Only four percent claim to
be Christian, but even this small group still holds
to a mixture of previous beliefs, and a form of
Christianity that will not allow them to enter into
the joy, peace, and blessings of our Lord.
Pray for Filipino believers to disciple the Karaga
Mandaya people in the ways of Christ, so that they will
thank Him for all they have. Pray that soon there will
be Karaga Mandaya believers taking Christ to other
peoples in the Philippines.—KC/LR
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DAY

matt 24:45-46, niv
Who then is the faithful
and wise servant, whom
the master has put in
charge of the servants in
his household to give them
their food at the proper
time? It will be good for
that servant whose master
finds him doing so when
he returns.
Pray for faithfulness and
obedience for those working
to see God’s kingdom
expanded to the Muslim
peoples of Mindanao.

MUSLIM WORK IN MINDANAO
iStockPhotos
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I

n World War II, US
forces and Filipino
guerillas waged the Battle
of Mindanao as part of
the campaign to liberate
the Philippines from the
Japanese. In 2017 Filipino
forces resumed the battle,
this time against ISIS.
Over 150,000 refugees are scattered throughout the
region. Other forces are at work against humanitarian and spiritual poverty, seeking to rescue the
victims of this war. For security purposes, their
name and the name of the unreached people group
they are reaching must remain anonymous.
One mission agency reports progress in their work
with a Muslim tribe. They brought in a dentist
who helped over 330 people. “The patients were
elated,” they report. “These are forgotten tribes that
no one cares for, including the government. They
kept asking us when this team would return.” The
missionaries pray for a full-time RN with a heart for
these tribal people to be in their villages daily caring
for them.
On the spiritual front, the team shared the gospel
with a Muslim leader, using a solar powered voice
recording of The God Story in his dialect. Another
prominent Muslim leader has been having monthly
Bible studies in his home to learn more of the truth
about Jesus. He was delighted and eager to share
with others in his village.
Pray for peace in Mindanao, and for open hearts among
Muslims who are being reached with the gospel.—AHS

112

DAY

26

A

fter a five
hour walk
from the nearest
road through the
steep mountains,
the team from
Global Recordings
Network (GRN)
reached their first destination, a small Kalinga
village. The people were amazed to hear
stories of Jesus in their own language. GRN
field recordists had previously recorded gospel
messages and songs in various Kalinga dialects.
One Filipino team member said, “A part of me
was left in the mountains of Kalinga, captured
by those people hungry for the word of God
…. The work of GRN sparks a light that will
brighten their path to salvation.”
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GRN WORK IN THE PHILIPPINES

matt 24:35, NIV
Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will
never pass away.
Thank the Lord that His word
will never pass away! Thank
Him that there are ways
for people to get His word
through GRN.

Partnership is an important key. The GRN team
identified several recording priorities. A pastor
with a passion to reach the same tribes hosted the
team and helped them find language helpers and
translators. A church in Australia sponsored and
prayed for the recording project. As a result, the
team was able to proceed. This project has already
impacted one of these tribal groups. By the time
the recordings were finished the people were ready
to form a church!
Pray for loving, Holy Spirit-driven people to join
the GRN team as they reach out to Filipino tribes
with the message of salvation in their own languages.
Pray that people will respond as they listen to the
messages by making their lives a living sacrifice for
Jesus Christ.—AHS
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matt 24:14, NET
And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole
inhabited earth as a
testimony to all the nations,
and then the end will come.
Pray that thousands will be
inspired to do more to make
sure the day of His coming
comes soon!

24:14 VENTURES
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W

e don’t know when,
but we do know
that according to the
Bible, many indications of
Jesus’ return are in place.
What can we as believers
do to hasten His coming?

A new coalition has been formed, 24:14 Ventures, that
has a plan to meet the challenge. It officially launched
July 15, 2017. It is a global coalition praying and
working together to start a kingdom movement in
every unreached people group by 2025. The inspiration for this coalition is Matthew 24:14: And this
gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come.
24:14 is a partnership of mission organizations,
churches, and church planting networks committed
to three priorities: 1) In line with Matthew 24:14,
finishing the task of bringing the gospel fully to every
unreached people and place, 2) Fully reaching them
through biblical movements of making disciples and
planting churches, and 3) Starting these movements
in every unreached people with a wartime urgency by
the end of 2025 in the power of the Holy Spirit, no
matter what it costs us.
Pray for wisdom, strength, and perseverance in the pursuit
of this vision. Pray for the full armor of God to protect
these “warriors” as they prepare for this effort to complete
the Great Commission. Pray that you and members of
your congregation will do what you can to fulfill the
Great Commission.—JS
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D

id you ever hear
really good
news that you just
had to share with
your friends and
family? It’s such good
news that they want
to share it with others. What is that good news? It
is the gospel message! Disciple Making Movements
(DMM) do just that—they share the gospel with
friends who pass on the good news to others who
share the gospel as well.

iStockPhotos

SEASTAR PROJECT

SeaStar Project seeks to do that very thing—disciple
Muslims and Buddhists in Southeast Asia. At
present, work is going on in countries where it must
be kept hidden from the government to protect new
believers. These new believers are being equipped to
reach their own people.
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jn 16:12-13, NIV
I have much more to say
to you, more than you
can now bear. But when
He, the Spirit of truth,
comes, He will guide you
into all the truth. He will
not speak on His own;
He will speak only what
He hears, and He will tell
you what is yet to come.
Pray that as new
Southeast Asian believers
are discipled, they will
be able to clearly hear
God’s voice and joyfully
obey Him.

For security purposes, we will not name these
countries, but the DMM of new believers leads to
Discovery Bible Studies. These studies with lost
families lead to salvation and house churches being
planted in countries that outlaw church activities.
The missionaries leading this movement ask
particular prayer for two key leaders that are primary
church planters, Manny and Ken. They live on very
little, yet with the little they have, they are housing
11 orphans.
Pray for boldness for these two leaders and direction on
how to implement the principles they have learned. Pray
for all those who were trained to share their faith and
begin Discovery Bible Studies. Pray for them to find
Buddhists and Muslims that will welcome them into
their communities.—JS
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eph 4:26-27, NET
Be angry and do not sin;
do not let the sun go
down on the cause of your
anger. Do not give the devil
an opportunity.
Pray that these abused and
persecuted people will not
give way to rage, but instead
will allow the Holy Spirit to
direct their paths.

BREAKTHROUGH AMONG THE
ROHINGYAS
Kim Sørensen

DAY

T

he Rohingyas
have been
driven out of
Myanmar and
turned away by
country after
country. Jesus
A Rohingya family
has found these
rejected people in Bangladesh, and they are
literally flocking to hear about and accept Jesus
as their savior! A Global Gateways team joined a
Bangladeshi evangelist translator who took them to
village after village where Rohingyas live. The team
leader told them, “We want to bring a message of
peace and the kingdom of God to you.” He shared
the gospel with them. When asked if they wanted
to follow Jesus, most raised their hands. The team
wanted to be sure that the men really understood
what following Jesus was about because these were
Muslim men, and it meant forsaking the ways of
the old. Still, hand after hand was raised. The team
then prayed with them and for healing for many
who were ill. This scenario was repeated in village
after village.

Babu, a Rohingya, eagerly stayed with them the
entire time. Babu said, “I want to be baptized
today.” Babu was a fisherman. The team told him,
“You were a fisher of fish, now with your new life in
Christ, you will be a fisher of men.” At the end of
the trip, 399 Rohingya Muslims accepted Christ,
and 20 reported healings.
Pray that these new believers will continue to multiply
their new found faith by sharing with others.—JS
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RIAU MALAY WORK IN INDONESIA

T

eph 3:17b-19, niv

THAILAND
Aceh
Prov.
MALAYSIA

tra
ma

Su

he Bible talks
about the nations
of the earth, and we
are admonished to pray
for the nations. What
constitutes a nation? It
really means a specific
ethnic group, and the
Bible calls these ethne.
There are many in any
given country, especially
island nations like the
Philippines or Indonesia.
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INDONESIA
Jambi

Lampung

Jakarta
Java

The Riau Malay and
the Northern Sumatra Malay are such groups.
There is a long history of Christian workers
among these peoples, but the challenges have
been many. Workers face finding appropriate
housing, gaining visas to stay in the country,
and more. There is the added stress of spiritual
warfare in this Muslim region.

And I pray that you, being
rooted and established
in love, may have power
together with all the Lord’s
holy people, to grasp
how wide and long and
high and deep is the love
of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may
be filled to the measure of
all the fullness of God.
Pray that new believers
among the Riau Malay
will be known by their
knowledge of God’s love and
their supernatural ability to
share it with others.

But there has also been encouragement over the
years: the increasing number of believers, the
study of scriptures, and the appreciation for the
workers’ presence in the community. “They are good
neighbors,” said one local chief.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to open the hearts and minds
of Riau Malay people studying the Scriptures to receive
the truth they read, and act on it. Pray for an increase
of workers, especially in the light of the fact that several
long-termers have had to relocate or return home. Pray
that new workers will settle quickly, adjust well, and
build important rapport with the local people.—JS
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More than half of the globe’s
seven billion human beings
now live in cities
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of the global challenges of urbanization, and moving through theological, historical, and
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these new realities of both North American and international cities, encouraging a missional
thrust to reach these communities.
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